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----- ODD BOB - OXFORD DIOCESE - BERKS OXON'BUCKS -------

First I must apologise for the fact that this copy of ODD BOB may not 
reach the towers before the beginning of 1992 instead of before Christmas 
as had been originally planned. Unfortunately an attack of 'Flu and an 
untimely aftermath have delayed production. 
Once again there have been many contributors to this copy of ODD BOB and 
I wish to say "Thankyou " to everyone. Once more Daphne Pollard has stepped 
in to help by collating the DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - no small task with 
fifteen Branches as well as the long list of Guild functions. When I look 
at the Diary I sometimes wonder why people say that the Guild and its 
Branches are doing nothing. I also wonder how many hours outside their 
service ringing those people give for the benefit of either their tower 
or their Branch. 
Daphne also helped by typing up much of the material sent in. No need to 
puzzle out who did what! 

In September and again in this copy I have printed accounts of.how towers 
have set about recruiting and with what success. If you have any ideas 
or have been successful please can we have them. 
It is apparent that both the Press and the Radio in the Oxford area are 
willing to help if approached. Local ''Whats on" and Parish Magazines can 
also help. 
The Master in her article has pointed out the ways in which the Guild can 
participate in the 450th Anniversary of the Diocese. This is the decade of 
Mission and bells Sunday by Sunday play their part in that. If every Branch 
could get one of its "silent but rinl!able" towers remanned we would be 
doing something that is on-going as the Downs Barn scheme will be. 
May I once more say Thank�ou for the support I h•.ave had during the past year from so many pe�pl� in many difterent wa)s including Fine Print who have done the printing and kept the deadlines I have set. My best wishes 
for 1992. 

M.R.C. 

000000 HORE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 000000 

S ONNING DF.ANERY BRANCll 

1992 

1993 

21 March 
25 April 

16 May 
20 June 
18 July 
15 August 
19 September 

17 October 
21 November 
19 December 

16 January 
20 February 

Easthampstead 
Shottesbrook 

Wargrave 
White Waltham 
Warfield 
Waltham St.Lawrence 
Wokingham All Saints 

Hurst 
Finchampstead 
Binfield 

Sonning 
To be decided 

6-bell striking competition, 
meeting and Branch practice 

8-bell striking competition, 
meeting and branch practice 

Branch COOITiitee meeting and practice 

Branch AQ1 
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FROM THE MASTER 
May I begin this report with a 1HANK YOU to all who responded so quickly to 
the request from the Diocese to ring our bells to celebrate the release of 
Terry Waite. The full extent of the response is not yet known, but I have 
heard numerous reports of quarter peals, special touches and peals having 
been rung in all parts of the Guild. Hopefully a full report will be collat­
ed and issued at a later date, having been copied to the Bishop and to Terry 
�aite himself. Congratulations to everyone who was involved in any way 
Events such as this can only benefit the "Exercise',' in providing publicity 
for us both within the Church and throughout the wider corrmunity. ··1992 
sees the 450th Anniversary of the Oxford Diocese, and this again should 
provide plenty of opportunity for us to make an impact. As a Guild we are 
planning several activities that will be advertised in more detail in the 
near future. 

The Guild Festival Eucharist Service will be held at Christ Ourrch Cath­
edral on Saturday, 11th July, and will have a slant towards the Anniversary 
celebrations. The Bishop of Buckingham will be preaching. The usual format 
of ringing during the day and an evening barn dance will be followed, so 
please put the date in your diary now , and give this event your full sup­
port. The Festival will be followed by a month of ringing activities leading 
up to the 14th August which is the anniversary of the enthronement of the 
first Bishop of the Oxford Diocese. If a quarter peal or peal could be rung 
in every tower of the Guild during this period, it would be a tremendous 
achievement. 

Could we encourage all ringers to take an active part in any events organ­
ised in their own churches, and if you do arrange some special ringing, 
r.iake it known to your congregations why you are doing it. Such publicity 
11ill strengthen the bond between the ringers and the church, and may help 
you to find some new recruits. 
The Guild is often criticised for not doing anything constructive. At the 
General Corrmittee Meeting on 23rd November it was decided to embark upon an 
adventurous new project. To corrmemorate the 450th Anniversary of the 
Diocese, we would like to get a ring of bells installed at Downs Barn, a 
new church in the suburbs of Milton Keynes. Unlike most churches with 
existing rings of bells, this church would not be eligible for any grant 
from the Bell Fund, or from any fund which would contribute towards work 
on historic fabric. A ring of six bells has already been purchased, but 
about £20,000 is needed to install them in the tower. This is not a vast 
sum, and I am sure that with your help, and the help of members of the 
Towers and Belfries Co1TITiittee to reduce costs where possible, we will be 
able to see this project through to completion. 

On behalf of the Guild, John Wells and I were privileged to attend the 
Central Council Seminar for Public Relations Officers which was held in the 
Jerusalem Chamber of Westminster Abbey. Regretably we do not appoint a PR 
Officer in our Guild, but the information that John and I gained from the 
course will undoubtedly prove extremely valuable during the coming year 
with reporting our various activities through the media. Any information 
regarding contacts with the local radio stations, etc would obviously be 
of interest to us. 

�ay I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support throughout 
1991, and beg your increased support. in the coming year. 

Patricia Newton 
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BELL FUND - OVER £4,700 RAISED BY 30 September 1991 

The total raised to 30 September 1991 was £4719.89, as follows: 

Tower donations 604.00 
P.C.C. donations 422.00 
Branch fund raising 1455.49 
Covenants 308.00 
Ringing Day proceeds 511.10 
Donations - Re: new Ringing World 

Draw profit 
AGM Collection 

subscriptions 35.00 
1348.50 

35.80 

I am pleased to report a good year so far. Tower donations particularly are showing a 
steady increase. The majority of Branch Fund raising proceeds reach me during November­
December and hopefully these will maintain 1990 levels of income. 

I must draw special attention to the excellent result of the Bell Fund Draw. The profit 
figure is actually £25 higher than shown in the official report in the previous edition of 
ODD BOB. When I came to check the final position, I found that the annual donation 
of £25 from the Banbury Branch had come to me directly and I had omitted to advise 
the draw promoters of this. My apologies to them and thanks to the Branch for their 
generosity once again. 

In mid-October I received a cheque for £106.40 from the PCC Treasurer of Holy Trinity 
Church, Lane End, Bucks. This sum was raised at the retiring collection after the Bishop 
of Buckingham had conducted a service of dedication of the Tower Screens in the church 
on Sunday 6 October. Thank you for this special donation and also thank you Lane End 
ringers for your regular quarterly fund raising. 

000000 Y O U T H  N O T E S  000000 

BJ Gatward 
Honorary Treasurer 

Button Courtenay -
Luke Jenkins (aged 11yrs) rang his first Quarter Peal on 

22.8.91 1260 Grandsire Doubles conducted by his 
brother Adam (17 yrs). He rang his first quarter of 
Triples (Grandsire) on 10.11.91 rung Half Muffled 
for Remembrance Sunday. 

Appleton 

Dorney 

Jacqui Harrison has now rung Bob Majorinside as well as 
Grandsire Triples, and Grandsire Caters (8.9.91) 

Andrew Triplow also rang his first of Grandsire Triples inside 
19.111. 91 

Ben Parcell (aged 14yrs) rang his first peal at first attempt 
inside - 5040 Doubles (3 extents ofStedman; 24 
Grandsire; 15 P.B.) on 30.10.91 

Congratulations to Peter Triplow who called a Quarter Peal of Doubles 
(5m/v) at Peasemore on 30.8.91. The average age of the b 
was 16 yrs. This was his first as conductor. 
His brother Andrew also rang in it. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1992 

The General Committee, meeting at Watlington on 23 November, approved an increase 
in the subscription for 1992 to £4.50 per member (the 1991 equivalent is £3.75). The 
Committee was concerned that the reasons for this level of increase should be explained 
to Guild members and accordingly I was asked to write this article. 
The Guild subscription is intended to meet the operational costs of both the Guild and 
each of the 15 branches, and thus the subscription is apportioned and for 1992 the share 
is £ 1.50 for the Branch and £3 for the Guild. 
The proposal for the branch share at £1.50 (increasing from £1.30 in 1991) was agreed 
at the annual meeting of the Branch Secretaries. They felt that this was the minimum 
level needed to maintain activities, and provide the necessary publicity to members so that 
meetings, practices and the other events within branches are fully supported. As we all 
know, postages and other costs outside our control, continue to rise, and directly affect 
branch finances. 
The proposal for the Guild share at £3 (increasing from £2.45 in 1991) was agreed after 
careful consideration of my report which compared the current financial position for the 
first 11 months of 1991 with 1990. I forecast that income from 1991 subscriptions will 
be slightly lower than 1990, partly since 1990 included significant arrears from 1989 and 
partly since some 1991 branch subscriptions are still to be received. 
Payments for 1991, when compared with 1990, show an increase of over £1,100. The main 
components of this increase are: 
- stationery, postages, printing increased by £160 due to increased postal charges and 

printing costs, 
library expenses up by £300 partly due to the cost of making a suitable box to store the 
Guild handbells, and partly due to expenses of maintaining our books and publications 
in good condition, 
insurance premium has increased by £66 to reflect an inflationary increase on the Group 
Personal accident policy, 
printing 'Odd Bob' has increased by £606 and this item is by far the most significant 
mcrease. 

The General Committee reaffirmed that ODD BOB is a valuable part of Guild membership, 
is well received and eagerly read by the members. The evidence for this view is the increased 
amount of copy provided for each edition. This in turn results in increased costs due to 
printing the extra pages. It was agreed that the future costs of ODD BOB must be 
reviewed, but the intention will be to maintain the present number of annual editions. 
Issues to be considered are the inclusion of advertising, selective tendering for printing, 
based upon an annual contract, and a review of the material included. The Finance and 
General Purposes Committee has been requested to investigate the position and implement 
the necessary actions to ensure that ODD BOB continues to flourish and be interesting to 
members, with support from the subscription at an acceptable level for 1993. 
The General Committee is well aware of concerns that a large increase in the annual sub­
scription will be followed by a decrease in membership and corresponding ringing activity. 
Surely £4.50 per year (or 9p per week) is a modest price to pay for all the benefits of Guild 
membership? 

BJ Gatward 
Honorary Treasurer 
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xxxx GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING AT WATLINGTON xxxx 

The Autumn General Conmittee Meeting was held at Watlington on Saturday, 
November 23 1991 and was attended by 46 officers and representatives. 
Prior to the COITTTiittee Meeting an Open Meeting was held to discuss Repres­
entation of Societies. This was a very useful discussion and resulted in a 
clear statement of the Guild's view. The general feeling was that the 
current structure of the Council with representation from a wide variety of 
societies has served the Exercise well and should not be substantially 
changed. The question of multiple representation was not seen as a problem 
and so 'Special Cases' for particular Societies was not relevent since 
since the only relevent criteria were related to the acceptance of the aims 
of the Central Council and the size of the society. On this point the feel­
ing of the meeting was that the size criteria should be 75 members or ten 
churches rather than the proposed 'and'. There was also agreement that the 
large societies such as our own areTn general under represented and that 
this question should be addressed either by increasing the number of repres­
entatives and/or increased use of co- option to cOITTTiittees and the use of 
the Honorary Member category. The text of the full response is available 
from the Secretary. 

Apart from approving the draft response as produced by the Open Meeting, the 
COITTTiittee meeting itself covered a large number of other items and a summary 
of the decisions made are as follows. 

1. Subscription rates for 1992 will be £4. 50 (£3. 00 to the Guild and £1. 50 
to the Branches). For a justification of this increase, please see the note 
from the General Treasurer. The Non- resident Life Members fee was also 
increased to £4. 50. 

2. The propo sed Ten-Bell Striking Competition will be held for the first 
time next year on the day of the A.G.M. (May16th). The venue will be Abing­
don and entries will be on the basis of one band per branch with all the 
ringers in each band being paid- up members of the Branch represented. The 
detailed rules will be agreed by the Finance and General Purpose COITTTiittee 
and will be published in good time for the competition. Now is the time to 
start practising - the first test piece will not be complex (po sssibly 
Grandsire Caters in the first instance). 
3. The Guild Festival will be held in Oxford on Saturday July 11, 1992 
and will form part of the Guild's celebrations of the 450th Anniversary of 
the D iocese so please book the date now! The format of the day \1ill include 
a service at the Cathedral in the morning and a Barn D ance at Appleton in 
the evening with ringing at both City·and Branch towers. D etails later. 

4. The Celebrations of the 450th Anniversary will be marked in many ways 
and will include a period of celebratory ringing between July 11 and August 
14 when it is hoped that peals or quarter peals will be rung in every ring­
able tower in the D iocese. Two impo rtant dates are January 6, the signing 
of the letters to establish the D iocese and August 14, the Anniversary of 
the appo intment of the first Bishop. It was also agreed that the Guild should 
�ark the occasion by mounting a special project to install a peal of bells. 
The details of this project will be announced later, but the meeting emphas­
ised that the celebration is for the whole D iocese and not just the ringers. 
We should therefore be prepared to take part fully in both the local and 
D iocesan activities. 

5. There will be a Sponsored Ringing D ay in support of the Bell Fund (and 
for the Trophy) on February 29,1992. D etails will be forthcoming from the 
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5. There will be a Sponsored Ringing D ay in support of the Bell Fund (and 
for the Trophy) on February 29, 1992. D etails will be forthcoming from the 
Bell Fund Committee. 
6 On the subject of Education Courses, the meeting agreed with the Edu-
cation Committee to hold two 3·day courses in 1992. 1he first at Cuddesdon 
in March and the other at Easthampstead in October. D etails of the courses 
will be found elsewhere in OD D BOB. Notice was also given of a 'Simulator 
and Computor D ay' to be held at All Saints' Wokingham on February 1,1992 
and the Guild Handbell D ay to be held in Reading on April 18,1992. 
This is just a surrrnary of the meeting but if anyone would like to know more 
details please contact your Branch Representatives or myself. 

John Wells. 

000000 RINGING FOR TERRY WAITE 000000 

I t  seems that ringers across the D iocese responded magnificently to the 
request for the bells to be rung as a celebration of Terry Waite's release 
and return home. Although it was not always possible for the bells to be 
rung at 12 noon or at 7 . 00pm on the Tuesday, many towers managed to ring 
sometime during the week. The Guild Corrrnittee thought that it would be appro­
priate to find the scale of the ringing so as to have a record of what was 
done and to send the information both to the D iocese and to Terry Waite him­
self. 

In order to do this, would all those who rang as a celebration of the event 
please send the details to their Branch Secretary as soon as possible so 
that they can forward the information to me. The details should include where 
the ringing took place, at what time and what was rung. We would like 
details of All.. ringing not just the quarter peals and peals. 

John Wells 

REIEASE OF OOSTAGES 
8. 8.91 Wraysbury, Bucks 1260 P. B. D oubles - For the release of 

John Mc earthy and Edward Tracey. 
11. 8 91 Sandhurst Immaculate Conception - For release of 

John Mc earthy and Edward Tracey. 

25. 9. 91 

29. 9. 91 

Abingdon St Nicolas 1260 St Clements B.Minor - To cele­
brate the release of Jackie Mann 

Launton 1260 Grandsire D oubles - as above. 

00000000 HISTORIC OCCASIONS 00000000 

DEDDINGTON BELLS - from "In Praise of Bells" by John Camp. 
In 1635 the church tower at D eddington, near Banbury, collapsed bringing 
the bells with it. They were left on the ground for some time until sold 
to Cromwell's New Model Army for a considerable sum. The proceeds of the 
sale went to buying beer for the villagers, so earning the village its title 
of "D runken D eddington". The church now has a ring of eight bells and has 
long lived down its reputation. 
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Fll01 - A PARSOO IN IllE VALE OF WHITE OORS E  - GIDRGE � lEITllS Fll01 

FAST HElIDRID -page 111 

Hendred Sept 2nd 1758 
"The affair of Louisburgh, (as you observe)has been matter of great joy 

all over England; the public are informed by every paper, what sort of recep­
tion this good news met with in different parts of the kingdom: but as you 
may have not seen the rejoicing upon that occasion, in any of the public 
papers, that were made here in Hendred, I will transmit the account in writ­
ing. We had the news by the Sunday's past; and as our chief politicians are 
always impatient for news every post night , I immediately sent it to them at 
the blacksmith's hard by, where the committee generally sits for the dispatch 
of business: the worthy members immediately rose, and adjourned to the belfry 
to which place I also sent them a bucket of ale, with the healths to be 
remembered: the whole parish was soon got together, and the bells struck up; 
more liquor was given by other inhabitants, and all the guns in the parish, 
that had been employed in frightening the birds from the corn, were 
collected together; and with these they fired repeated volleys from the top 
of the tower; in short, nothing was heard all night long, futhuzzahs, firing 
of guns, and ringing of bells, to the no small amusement of those, who were 
not inclined to �sleep; some other villages in the neighbourhood, who were 
not so early in their intelligence of what passes in public, thought the town 
was on fire, and were coming to our assistance; but being better informed, 
retired back again, with a full resolution to have the samerejoicings the 
next evening, at their own parishes; and accordingly they had .. ..... " 

BANBURY BELLS - from " Banbury in the Coachin g Days" by 
William Potts. 

For several evenings in April 1812 crowds of people waited anxiously in the 
streets of Banbury for the arrival of the evening coaches, looking to them 
for news of the progress of the great Reform Bill in the House of Lords. 
It is difficult to realise the intense feeling which this measure and its 
resistance created throughout the country. It is only by a study of contemp­
ory letters and literature that we can glean the faintest impression of 
the feeling it provoked. Here in Banbury it rose very high. On the evening 
of Saturday intelligence arrived that the Bill had passed the second read­
ing by a majority of nine peers. Immediately there were the greatest rejoic­
ings, the bells being rung. Those of Adderbury had already been set ringing 
by the coach as it passed that village, and doubtless at many other places 
on its route it had provoked similar manifestations. 

\llRIDWAR I 
One of my earliest memories of the use of bells to notify that something 
had happened which was of importance to the village where I lived as a 
child was the Half-muffled ringing and tolling of the Tenor. This was done 
everytime one of the village men serving in France or at sea was killed. 
By this means everyone in the village knew of the loss of another of its 
men. 

M.R.C. 
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ORLD WAR II - Fran the Ringing World,November 20th 1942 

At the suggestion of the Prime Minister in agreement with the Authorities of 
the Church, the bells all over England were rung last Sunday to celebrate the 
victory in Egypt, and through the medium of the B. B.C. some of the ringing 
:as broadcast throughout the world. All the B.B. C. programmes, Home,Empire, 
European and Trans- Atlantic carriPd the sound of bells from Westminster 
Abbey, St.Cuthbert's,Edinburgh, Llandaff Cathedral, Armagh Cathedral and the 
Parish Church of St. Mary Prestwich,Manchester . .. . .... . . 
BURNHAM,Bucks - Ten girls between the ages of 11 and 14, who had'.trained since 
outbreak of war, rang the bells of Burn ham, and had never heard their bells 
speak before. . . . ... . . . .  . 
LI SLADE:- At St. Barnabas', the ringers taking part were F. Dedman, W. Insley, 
rs R.Jeffs, �. J.Jeffs, W.T. Jeffs,A. Kemsley, F. Randall,E.Thorp, F.VIckers, 
and A,Cheshire, an old member,of the band 'who rang the same bell that he rang 
for the first quarter- peal of Grandsire Triples on the bells over 42 years 
ago .......... . 

STOKE P(X;ES:- Grandsire and Stedman Triples and KentT.B.Major were rung as 
�ell -changes and firing. The following local ringers were present: Mrs A. D. 
Barker, Miss Overshott, and Messrs L.Allbrow,A.D.Barker, W.J. W.J.Bateman, 

.L.Gutteridge, E.C.Hartley, H.S.Hawkins and W.Henley. 

THE NEW TREB LE 
BELL AT 

LONG CRENDON 
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R E C O R D S -k-lrlc-!rlrlr 

AD"DIT IONS FOR 1990 
TOWER BELLS 

A. SURPRISE MIUOR 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

A. 

First peal in the method: 
Asshtede 
Woodrow 
Ascension 
Fulmer 
Elizabeth of Glamis 
X.L. 

First peal in method for 
Keystone 
Yorktown 
Newmarket 
Romsey 
Littlecote 

Beaconsfield J.A. Ainsworth 27. 1. 90 
Amersham J.A.Ainsworth 31. 3. 90 
Amersham H,Neiil, ·:i" 24. 5. 90 
Chalfant St.Giles J.A.Ainsworth 21. 6.90 
0akham J.A. Ainsworth 5. 8.9o 
Amersham J. A. Ainsworth 14.10.90 

the Guild: 
Hungerford 
East Ilsley 
Hungerford 
Highclere 
Hungerford 

W. Butler 
I-I. Butler 
I-I. Butler 
B. F .L.Groves 
G.K. Dod d 

16. 2.90 
22. 2. 90 
23. 2.90 
17. 5. 90 
15. 11. 90 

Wokingham 
Kingwood 

Wokingham All Saints E. J.Wells 3.11. 90 
3. 11. 90 

DELIGHI' MIUOR: 
First peal in the method: 

Christmas 
Atomic 

First peal in method for 
Rockwood 

SURPRISE ROYAL: 
First peal in the method: 

Evercreech Junction 
First peal in method for 

Tamworth 
Xaymaca 
Pontef ract 
Woodspring 
Ragsdale 
Clyde 
Verrnuyden 
Noseley 

SURPRISE HAXIKJS: 
First in Method: 

Checkendon J.A. Ainsworth 

Shedfield J.R.Martin 
Harwell B. F.L.Groves 

the Guild: 
Thatcham W. Butler 

Evercreech J. R.Martin 
the Guild: 

Thatcham \·I. Butler 
Thatcham W. Butler 
Thatcham W. Butler 
Thatcham W. Butler 
Thatcham W. Butler 
Thatcham W. Butler 
Thatcham W.Butler 
Thatcham W. Butler 

Mancroft Norwich S.Peter Mancroft J. R.Martin 
DELIQIT HAXIKJS: 

First in method: 
Piggottshill Croydon R. J.Tibbetts 
Restoration High Wycombe J. A.Ainsworth 

HANDBEllS 
DELIGHI' HAXIKJS: 

First in Method: 
Southdown Calcot B. F.L.Groves 

22.12. 90 
15.12.90 

4. 1.90 

5. 5.90 

19. 1.90 
26. 1. 90 
23. 3. 90 
29. 6.90 
12. 10. 90 
16. 11. 90 
7. 12. 90 

21.12. 90 

28. 10. 90 

3. 2. 90 
24. 6. 90 

14. 2. 90 
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-------- 0 B I T  U A R Y - ------­

F. Thortnon 1960 - 1991 - Cllarlbury 
11. 11. 91 Charlbury 1260 Grandsire and Plain BOb Denise 

SU111Tiers 1, Claire Tarrant 2, B. Canham 3, M.P. SU111Tiers 4, 
M.J.SU111Tiers S, G. Burroughs 6. 
Rung Half - muffled as a tribute to F. Thornton, long time 
ringer at Charlbury. 

H.Myers 1%? - 1991 
I first met Harry and Sue at at Charney Manor on the second Guild 
Course. At that time there was every indication that he might 
with Sue's help become a leader in the Witney and Woodstock Branch. 
After their marriage they lived in Abingdon for a while and rang 
with the Radley Band. They later moved to Standlake , Sue's 
native village where her father was tower captain. There they have 
brought up their children. Harry was tower captain at Standlake 
from 1979 - 1983. About that time a tumour on the brain was diag­
nosed and his ringing was curtailed. However he used to bring his 
three daughters to Radley on practice nights and there they learned 
to ring. However as time went on those visits had to cease. 
In addition to ringing tower bells the Myers family did tune ring­
on handbells and participated in many concerts and fund raising 
efforts. 
Our deepest sympathy goes to Sue and her family. 

M.R. C. 
Mrs Betty Dainty 1973 - 1991 - Uffington 

Report under Vale of White Horse Branch News. 
Bishop Eric Wild - Vice President 

Bishop Eric Wild was a Vice- President of the Guild for a number 
of years - first as Archdeacon of Berkshire and later as Bishop. 
He supported the Guild by asking relevent questions about the bells 
in the churches under his care at his annual Visitations. 

3. 9. 91 Reading St.Giles 1260 P.B. Triples Rosemary Scott 1, 
Toni K.Smith 2, Wendy E.Sandham 3, Dorothy Brookman 4, Joyce 
Vernon S, K.J.Wallace 6, S. R.Smith (c) 7, K.W. Vernon 8 
Rung Half- muffled for the Requiem Mass of Bishop Eric Wild. 

Mary Thomas 1954 - 1991 - East Hagbourne 
�� are very sad �o announce the death of one of our most loyal 
ringers - Mary Thomas - at the end of September. Mary had lived in 
East �agbourne since 1954 - and has rung with us ever since, at practice, and for both Sunday Services. Indeed - she had rung for Evensong only hours before she was taken ill. She is obviously missed by all of us - and through- out the Branch. 

OTHER QUARTERS 
6. 8. 91 

life of 
17.10. 91 

muffled 
P. Eales 

J.Powell - From Branch News Letter 

Midgeham 1260 P.B. Doubles - A Thanksgiving for the 
Rowena Monger, mother of Jacqueline Monger (4) 
Stoney Stratford 1260 Grandsire Triples - Rung Half­
on the eve of the funeral of J0hn Eales, father of 
(8). 
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xxxxxx LANE END - DEDICATION OF TOWER SCREENS xxxxxxxx 

The Service of Dedication was held on Sunday, October 6th and was led by 
Bishop Simon. The congregation was so large that the church was overflowing 
and we used our new hymn books for the first time singing"Angel voices ever 
singing . . . .  craftsman.' s art and music's measure, for Thy pleasure all combine". 
We also sang " The call of the bells"; "Call us to worship, call us to obey". 
which was No. 395 in our new hymn book. 
In his address the Bishop spoke of Sidney Smith and his life of service to 
the community, and of the workmanship of local craftsmen in the beautiful 
screens. Lane End's happy memories of Sidney and Rose Smith will continue 
as long as Holy Trinity Church. 

There was a procession including Len Sears carrying the Oxford Diocesan 
Guild Banner. Pat Newton read the lesson. 

The generosity of Colin Hagger and Pauline Hagger were also thanked, Colin 
Meakes has done most of the actual work in the building of the screens and 
installing the beautiful glass partitions. 

There were far too many visiting bellringers for us to ring our planned 
quarter peal so we rang it at our next practice night. 

After the prayers of dedication by the Bishop and the blessing, we sang 
"The day Thou gavest Lord is ended". 
The collection of £106. 00 was sent to the Oxford D iocesan Bell Fund. 
It was wonderful to see so many of Sidney Smith's old friends in church 
joining the unseen Heavenly Host for this unique occasion. Long may the 
bells of Holy Trinity Church Tower ring out calling us to worship and 
proclaiming the Gospel. 

The get- together in the Village Hall provided an opportunity to socialise 
and for some of the older members to meet folk they had not seen for a long 
time, also for the Bishop to chat with us over a cup of tea. Our thanks 
go to all who contributed eats and nobly washed up afterwards. 
Quarter Peal rung on 10th October 1991 - 1260 Grandsire Doubles and 

Plain Bob Doubles. 
Andrew Watts (first Quarter) 1 Len Sears 4 
Josie McCloy 2 Colin Meakes (c) 5 
Colin Hagger 3 Ian Sparrowhawk 6 

Rung in memory of our late tower captain, Sidney John Smith and to 
commemorate the dedication, by Bishop Simon, of the Belltower Screens 
erected in his memory. 

Geoff Brown 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

BEST KEPT TOWER COMPETITION 1991 
At the time of g oin g to press the prelimin ary roun d of judg in g 

has virtually been completed. The Committee is due to meet 
before the en d of the year. In dividual towers will be n otif ied 
an d Finalists will be listed in the Rin g in g  World. 

Peter G. Davies 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx� . 
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MEMORIES OF (THE LAST ?) EASTHAMPSTEAD 

Friday 20th September 1991 was the long awaited starting date of my first Easthampstead 
ringing course. 

The assembly point was not as you might expect at Easthampstead, but at nearby Warfield. 
Here we were greeted with coffee and biscuits, and presented with our information pack. 
This contained important information about the course, method booklets and our coloured 
name badge. I'd been placed in group two (green badge) along with five other students all 
keen to master Grandsire Doubles. The other group members came from Aylesbury (two), 
Chalgrove, Marston and Beedon. Our instructor was Bill Butler, author of several Central 
Council publications. 

Having assembled into our group and met our tutor we headed off to the first tower at 
Binfield. We arrived to find group one already ringing so we gathered in the fine weather 
on the lawn beside the church for our first lesson. We were shortly joined by several 
experienced ringers who had come along to help out for the day. Bill produced a white 
board from the back of his car and proceeded to explain the technicalities of Grandsire 
much to the amazement of several visitors to the church. Only the noise of Concord flying 
by interrupted the lesson. F inally it was our go to practise what we had been taught, each 
taking a turn to ring. By the time we broke for lunch we had all mastered the plain course 
and improved our ringing styles. 

Lunch was at a pub called The Bell (what else!) directly opposite our next tower at 
\\'altham St Lawrence. We spent the whole of the afternoon practising, this time with 
bobs being introduced. We then packed up and headed off to Easthampstead where we 
checked into our accommodation and prepared for the evening meal. This was followed 
by a short course introduction from Patricia Newton, the Guild's Master, after which we 
chose from a number of evening options. I was keen to improve on my raising and lowering 
in peal. a popular option, and joined another ten or so ringers at Winkfield where we set 
out to annoy the neighbourhood by constantly ringing up and down (not always in peal!). 

Saturday morning started with lectures, this time covering singles and some of the less 
obvious points to watch out for while ringing the method. The first practical session of 
the day was at Whitchurch where we arrived after a long and torturous drive (O.K., so we 
got lost!). This was followed by ringing at Pangbourne and Bradfield. At each tower we 
were joined by experienced local ringers ensuring we had a strong band to practise with. 
Bradfield was our first lock-out. Well, semi lock-out as we did eventually find the key. By 
this time we were all starting to show signs of exhaustion so it was a well received rest. 

\Ye arrived back at Easthampstead just in time for our evening meal, after which came 
the second round of evening options. This time I thought I'd have a go at something 
completely new, ringing on handbells. The standard of instruction was again very high 
and within an hour or so I'd managed to ring a course of Plain Hunt on each combination 
of bells. To wrap up the evening, and because this was the last evening of the course, a 
community sing-a-long had been arranged (O.K. if you knew the words!). 

Sunday morning started with the service. As there were no "real" (sorry Godfrey!) bells 
at the college we were called to service by a band of handbell ringers ringing "Complicated 
Royal". After the service we were invited to consider the aims, now and in the future, of 
the Guild. Quite an enlightening experience as the purpose of the guild was, prior to this, 
a bit of a mystery to me. 

Following a short break for coffee it was back to the classroom, this time for some practical 
instruction on rope splicing. Lunch followed and for the final session of the course we were 
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off to Wokingham All Saints for a go on the ringing simulator. This proved to be quite 
difficult. Without any other ropes to follow you really do have to listen carefully. Its even 
more difficult than ringing facing the wall, not that Alan ever asks us to do that of course! 
(Still haven't decided whether this counts as a tower grab or not.) After refreshments 
back at Easthampstead we concluded the course with a final word from the organisers. It 
was here that the rumours circulating during the last couple of days were confirmed -
this would be the last Easthampstead. This information was not well received, and after 
some well presented arguments by students and instructors it was decided to continue 
with future courses while interest remained. The issue is over the cost, or rather whether 
the course is good value for money. I think it is, and would recommend it to ringers 
keen to develop their abilities. While on the subject cost I'd like to thank the branch for 
contributing towards the fees. I hope funds allow this kind of sponsorship to continue in 
future years . . .  and did I learn Grandsire? Well I now know the theory, just need a lot 
more practise. 

Steve Crane (Gt. Linford) 

I'VE TAUGHT ANNE CARPENTER TO HANDLE A BELL! 

Not many people can make this claim . . . .  For those who don't know the Deputy Editor 
of The Ringing World, Anne has a reputation for teaching and curing bell handling bad 
habits in a somewhat direct, though humorous manner. 
One of the sessions at the annual Easthampstead Course ( organised by the Oxford Diocesan 
Guild) was a challenge from Anne to be assessed to her 'standard' of bell handling at 
Finchampstead with tied clappers. 
After a discussion on aspects of safety, five volunteers were soon doing an assortment 
of individual activities including: standing close to and facing the wall practising hand­
stroke/backstroke movements, holding a bell rope (with a bell in the down position) and 
miming the handstroke movements, ringing up and down, setting the bell at hand and 
back, dodging, inching hands up or down the tail end to ring slowly or quickly. 
The three volunteer 'teachers' found themselves with a pupil waring a billowy dress and 
chewing gum, who periodically looked up, stood back, gripped the rope too hard, separated 
her hands, had three fingers round the sally, caught the sally too high or too low, didn't 
pull enough, didn't pull straight, let her hands stop at waist height at hand or backstroke 

The students couldn't fail to improve or learn - thanks to Anne's ability to communicate, 
role play and concentrate. 
As you would expect, Anne showed the would be teachers the latest 'Bell Club Pack' from 
Sherbourne Teaching Aids. Will I ever be a "champion campanologist" ?  

BIRllIDA.YS 
Stella Bianco 

80th Birthday 
1. 10. 91 I ffley, 0 xon 1260 Doubles (2m) - To celebrate the 

80 th B irth day of L aurence B usby, Tower C aptain 
21st Birthday 

20. 9.91 Stowe,B ucks 1290 D oubles(2m) - 21st B irthday 
compliment to Jonathan Humbert, ringer andorganist at this 
Ch urch. 

18th Birthday 
19.10 .91 Cookham,B erks 50 56 P.B .Major - An 18th B irthday 

compliment to Jennifer D ieppe (2 first inside) . Two other 
members of the band rang their first in this method. 



15. 
EAR RINGS 

There I was ringing a church tower bell in a band of hand-bell ringers! Well, that's what 
it sounded like. 

On a surprisingly cold morning on the first day of June I was ringing a solitary bell in the 
ower of All Saints at Wokingham, and trying to keep in time with a computer. I was on 

a training course, given by John Harrison, which is designed to make one listen critically 
to the rhythm of the bells when ringing. 

As newcomer to church bell ringing I can well remember how hard I had to concentrate 
on the mere mechanics of bell handling. My mind used to shut out distractions like the 
sound of the bells! I did not start with the discipline of listening to the bells, and I found 
it impossible to hear my bell in the general cacophony. 

It took some time before I could pick out my own bell, and then I didn't listen to the 
rhythm carefully enough. As long as my 'dong' came somewhere between the previous bell 
and the after bell things sounded fine! So I needed training in how to listen critically to 
the rhythm of the bells, and how to adjust my striking to keep in rhythm. 

John Harrison's training course did the job perfectly. There were just two of us on the 
course, Andrew Elliston and myself, so we got lots of practice and useful guidance from 
John. Of course John would prefer a few more on his courses, but we benefited from a 
larger share of his patient and experienced instruction. 

Only one of us would ring at a time, using the only bell whose rope was not looped up 
near the ceiling. So there were no other ringers to watch, no rope sight to help ( or hinder), 
and only our listening to prevent us from making a mistake. The sound of the bells was 
produced by the BBC microcomputer that was in the ringing chamber with us. 

The computer could produce all the usual ringing methods on whatever number of bells 
one chose, and of course the ringing of the other bells was absolutely perfect! The computer 
left a gap at the correct place in the method; all we had to do was ring our bell correctly 
in the gap. 

Our bell had a tied clapper so it did not ring. Some simple electronics and a small light 
mounted on the frame of the bell picked up when the bell would normally have sounded, 
and sent a signal along a wire to the computer. The computer then sounded our bell 
electronically through its loudspeaker. We could elect which bell in the method we wanted 
to be, and the computer adjusted the tone of our bell accordingly. 

The sound of the bells produced by the computer was fairly quiet and high pitched, which 
is why it sounded like a hand-bell band. It could carry on with its perfect ringing until 
one was tired (or was perfect!) ,  and nobody outside the ringing chamber was disturbed. 

\Ve started by ringing tenor bell in rounds on 6 bells. This was not too difficult once we 
were in the correct place. (Because there were no ropes to watch it was difficult to know 
when to pull off one's bell to make it sound in the right place.) Even so we realised how 
carefully we must listen to the rhythm; we found that we did not spot a deviation from 
the correct rhythm early enough. It was all too easy to follow too close at handstroke and 
too wide at backstroke, and then to over-correct this. It was very instructive to listen to 
our bell oscillating about its correct position in the rhythm. 

'ext we rang treble bell in rounds on 6 bells. Although we expected this to be very similar 
to the previous practice, we both found it harder. Maybe it was because we were having 
to chose the amount of the slight delay when pulling off the handstroke lead, (and slight 
advancement on backstroke), rather than following the computer's timing. 
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After this we tried ringing an inside bell to rounds. With a bell sounding before and after 
our own, our usual errors were even more obvious to our ears. We then got daring and tried 
plain hunting on an end bell. This I could not do, although I can do it (after a fashion) 
when ringing with a real band at Sonning, my home tower. As I haven't yet learnt rope 
sight I thought I was ringing plain hunt at Sonning entirely by listening, but this in fact 
can't be true. 

Not until the end of the course did we notice how much the sound of the rope masked the 
sound of the bells coming from the computer. It was best to put the computer as close to 
the ringer as possible without it getting in the way of the rope. 

The things I learnt on the course were: 

- Listen critically to the bell, but at the same time try and keep relaxed. 
- Don't over-correct. 
- Listening beats rope sight because it enables you to correct an odd-struck bell. 
- Maintain the slight delay on handstroke and the slight advance on backstroke throughout 

a method. 
- What to do with a long tailend; this was a tip from John and nothing to do with the 

simulator. 

We learnt a great deal from this course, and I feel all towers would benefit from having the 
type of ringing simulator used on the course. The equipment needed is not very expensive; 
an old secondhand BBC micro can be obtained very cheaply. 

Beginners could be taught early on to listen to their bells, and could get plenty of practice 
at ringing rounds without boring experienced ringers or annoying the neighbourhood. It 
would probably help beginners if the computer program could be enhanced to make their 
bell sound slightly different from the others, either by volume or timbre of the note. 

Rob Needham 
OOCKXXX>OOOOOOC>OOIJOOOOCKXXX>OOOOOOC>OOIJOOOOCKXXX>OOOO 

0.D.G.  EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Toe H Conference House 

Cuddesdon 

WEEK END COURSE 

(Residential and non-residential) 

MARCH 21-23 1992 

Details from: Miss T Ruff, 
14 North Close, Tiddington, Oxon. OX9 2LT 

Please enclose s.a.e. 
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000000 R E C R U I T M E N T  000000 

St Mary's ,  Witney - A le tte r to the Editor of the Witne y  Gaze tte writte n by 
Pe ter  Clarke , a membe r of the band e xplaine d  how in the past there had bee n  
sufficie nt ringe rs to ring all e ight be lls for se rvice s, we ddings etc. Now 
the ringe rs of Witne y face a crisi, as not coming f orward to le arn this old 
and fascinating art. Pe te r Clarke the n we nt on to e xplain what be ing a ring 
-e r e ntailed. He pointe d out that those who stay the course will find the y 
have a fascinating and challe nging hobby , which will give e normous satis­
faction throughout their live s. He we nt on to write about the frie ndline ss 
and he lp from one 8s fellow ringe rs during the le arning stage .  He also 
me ntioned that the re was no 'se x  discrimination. Finally he concluded by 
giving the name s of Te rry Heste r and John Coggins who would be de lighte d to 
hear from any one who was inte rested. 
The same le tter  was p ublished in the OXFOR D MAIL and in the OXFORD TIMES 
and the latte r had an article stre ssing the plight of Witne y  Towe . This 
prod uced one recruit. 
Since the n the publishe r of the monthly Witne y  'What's ON" has liste d the 
Witne y  Ringing Socie ty toge the r with the name s  and te lephone numbe rs of 
the Maste r  and Se cre tary. Rece ntly this has resulte d in a local schoolboy 
e xpre ssing an intere st in ringing. 
West Hanney - Some time has passe d since Hanney contribute d to Towe r Talk . 
but we have not bee n re sting on our laure ls. The ba nd is going from stre ngth 
to stre ngth, both in ability and numbers. A ple a  for new ringe rs in the 
village newsle tte r was p icked up by the WANTAGE HER ALD and e ve nually by 
Radio Oxford, who inte rvie wed me about why Hanney ' couldn't promise to ring 
all six bells on a Sunday morning'. Afte r a slow start the hard work paid 
off and we are curre ntly teaching se ve n new le arners. An e ight recruit - Liz 
Woodhouse - was a ringe r at Marston 25 years ago and has come to us're ady 
taught'. On Re me brance Sunday Liz rang he r first Quarter Peal for 25years 
and proved  that you ne ve r forge t how to ring. All the others are progre ss­
ing quickly and are now starting to ring rounds on a practice night, albe it 
with some he lp . The long hours of tied- be ll p ractice have bee n  worthwhile . 

From Old North Be rks Ne ws Le tte r. 

Langley, Bucks - Langle y  towe r held an ope n day in the late summe r in 
conjunction with the re st of the church. This has booste d the recruitme nt of 
learne rs at atowe r which is in a fairly healthy situation alre ady.Now our 
learne rs range from junior school to re tire me nt. 

From E. B. S. B. Ne ws le tte r. 

Sanerton,Oxon - Thanks to first rate te aching from Ron Gardne r and Graham 
Clifton of Steeple Aston, Some rton now has a small but de te rermined band of 
ringe rs, all of whom are le arning to ring for the first time . . . . .  
Apart from the occasional visiting team, Some rton has bee n"sile nt" for most 
of the last thirty years. It has also bee n  "dry" for about the same le ngth 
of time ,  the only pub having close d in 1965. Pe rhap s  the de mise of the se 
two noble village institutions was in some way conne cte d'! 
Local reaction to the re vival has bee n  favourable . The re are no reports of 
any one having comp lained to the P.C.C. ( which is j ust as we ll as the maj or­
ity of the ringers are on the P.C.C. ) And it is hope d that sufficie nt 
inte re st will be gene rate d to e nsure that the next thirty ye ars are far from 
sile nt. (The proble m of no pub, howe ve r, may take a little longer  to solve ) . 

F rom Banbury Branch News Le tte r. 
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OLD NORTH BERKS BRANCH - QUARTER PEAL WEEK 

10th - 1 7 th November 1991 

Details of on e pea l and 13 qua rters rung during the B ran ch Q ua rter Peal 
Week were s ent  to me with rumours of another qua rter being rung a t  Wan tag e. 
Well d on e  everyon e who took pa rt, es peciall y  to thos e who rang a t  or h elped 
nea rby towers , and corrmis era tions to thos e who were n ot s uccess ful; I kn ow 
of five q ua rters in this ca tegory (three of which includ ed me! ) Als o thanks 
to thos e bands who s ent  me d ona tions , es pecially B rightwell who were very 
g en erous - s ugg es ting that pa rt of theirs could g o  to the B ell Fund . If we 
do the sa me thing n ext yea r, perhaps we could ask for a volun ta ry contrib­
ution of, sa y 5 0p per rope and put the ar:-iount rais ed as  a B ran ch dona tion 
to the Guild B ell F und . 

9 . 11. 91 

10. 11. 91 

11 . 11. 9 1  
12 . 11. 91 

14. 11. 91 

15. 11. 91 
16. 11. 91 
17 . 1 1. 91 

Appleton 

B lewbury 

Eas t Hagbourn e  

Rad ley 

Sutton Courtena y 

l·/es t Hanney 

Mike Ha rris on 
B ran ch Ring ing Mas ter 

5003 Grands ire Ca ters - Ha lf Muffled in 
Memory of the Fa llen 

12 60 Grands ire Triples - Ha lf Muffled for 
Remembrance Sunda y 
128 0  Plain B ob Ma jor - Ha lf Muffled for 
Remembrance Sunday 
12 60 Plain B ob Doubles - Half Muffled for 
Remebran ce Sunda y 
12 60 Grands ire Triples - Half Muffled for 
Remembrance Sunday 
12 60 Doubles (300 Grands ire, 960 P.B . )  
Rung Half Muffled in Memory of the Fa llen .  

Dra yton 12 60 P. B . Doubles 
B rightwell- cum-Sotwell 12 60 Pla in B ob Min or 
Sunn ingwell 12 96 Ca mbridge S.Min or 
Ha rwell 12 60 Grands ire Doubles 
\J es t  Hanney 12 60 Doubles (660 Grands ire,600 P . B . ) 

Appleford 
As ton Tirrold 
B lewbury 

To celebra te the engag emen t  of Helen Ra ms ­
bottom and Alex Sha rpe. 
12 60 Grands ire Doubles 
12 60 Grands ire Doubles 
12 60 Grands ire Triples . 

.�--��--::;::j;: ' 
x x 
� W A N T E D  � � , x 
� Second-hand paper-back books are t o  be a ' new addition � x X x to the Fund Rais ing S tall  ( run by the E . B . S . B  Branch . x x X 
� Your summer ho liday reading is therefore urgently � x X x required t o  help bo o s t  the ' Library ' on  the stall .  x x x x X 
� More marmalade makers are required for  January . 

� x x 
� Can Wendy Fowles , E . B . S . B .  Fund Raising Committee have � x X x all unwanted wax from your church and elsewhere in order x 
� x 
x t o  make more candles for  the stall .  � 
� x 
:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx� 
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SONNING DEANERY BRANCH - QUARTER PEAL WEEK 
4 th - 1 0 th Novemb er 1991 

In our annual quarter peal week this year there i·1ere 15 successful quarter 
peals in the Branch, two outside and one in hand. Two days were particular ly 
popular: the Saturday, when Mike Pickup organised another multi-quarter 
outing, and Remembrance Sunday. Also nine firsts were scored to continue 
the tradition that the week is a good excuse to try something new. 

Hugh Baxter 
4.11.91 Wokingham St. Paul's 1260 P.B.Minor -For Bishop John who visited 

5.11.91 
7 .11. 91 
9.11.91 

the parish to open the new Parish Centre. 
Arborfield 1260 P .B.Minor 
White Waltham 1260 P.B.Doubles 
Binfield 1260 P. B. Minor 
White Waltham 1260 P.B.Minor 
Hurst 1260 P. B. Triples 
Bagshot,Surrey 1260 P.B.Triples 
York Town, Surrey 1344 P.B.Major 
Arborfield 1320 Cambridge S.Minor 

10.11. 91 Wokingham St.Paul's 1260 Grandsire D oubles H/M 1, 
Shottesbrook 1279 Stedman Doubles H/�t,·, 
Wokingham All Saints 1296 Plain Bob Major H /M ,•, 
Easthamstead 1260 P.B.Minor H/M 1, 

,., For Remembrance Sunday. 
Warfield 1259 Grandsire Caters 

1 992 YOUTH WEEKEND 

3rd-5th APRIL 

Based at the ETON DORNEY 

CENTRE near WINDSOR 

For Guild Members aged between 11 and 16 years . 

Details and application forms available from: 

Mrs P.M. Newton, 44 Georges Hill, 
Widmer End, High Wycombe, Bucks. 
HP15 6BE Tel: (0494) 713834 
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- - - - - - - NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES - - - - - -

Chiltern Branch:- In the Guild 6-Bell Striking Competition in the Reading Branch on 
October 5th, Aston Clinton represented the Chiltern Branch. They were placed second in 
the heat at Stratfield Mortimer, and in the final at Shinfield, with the standard of ringing 
extremely high, achieved a creditable fourth. 
However, things were markedly different in the Orchard Cup Competition a week later at 
Mursley (our annual Contest with the Central Bucks Branch). Having won the Cup for the 
past nine years in succession, and on thirteen occasions in the Competition's sixteen-year 
history, Aston Clinton again competed with the "handicap" of ringing Cambridge, only 
this time the handicap worked! A slightly shaky practice was followed by good rounds for 
the test-piece, but the method ringing barely survived the first lead and so the conductor 
decided to call it a day. After waiting and competing patiently for a number of years, 
Quainton were the winners on behalf of the Central Bucks Branch. Bledlow, who were 
placed third, were awarded the George Edmans marline spike for the winning team from 
the losing branch. Little Missenden, the third team from the Chiltern Branch, were placed 
seventh. 
The Chiltern Branch has worked consistently with fund-raising for the Oxford Diocesan 
Bell Fund over the past ten years or so, and our main event for this purpose, the Pub 
Games Evening, was once again held at Wendover Cricket Club on November 16th. This 
year we surpassed all previous records. Over eighty ringers and friends squeezed into the 
pavilion, forming twenty-two teams representing eleven towers in the branch, one from 
outside the branch and one composed of our Chairman's working colleagues. The Aston 
Clinton B team were the winners, retaining the shield for the tower, with Aston Clinton 
A, High Wycombe and Little Missenden A all equal second. Over £190 was raised for the 
Bell Fund. Well done everyone! 

John White 

East Berks and South Bucks Branch:- At Lane End on Saturday 26th october we 
held the Final of our Lorna Newton Striking Competition. Ably judged by Peter and 
Richard Saddleton the final of this knock-out competition was held prior to our Half 
Yearly Business Meeting. The four finalists were Lane End, Chalfont St. Giles A, Slough 
and High W ycombe B. Slough, unfortunately, were unable to field a band for the final so 
the tower they defeated, Langley, were invited to enter in their place. The results were as 
follows: 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 

Lane End 
High Wycombe B 
Chalfont St. Giles A 
Langley 

23 faults 
28 faults 
29 faults 
45 faults 

Our congratulations to all four teams for having got as far as the final in the Competition 
but particularly to Lane End for winning. Percy Newton presented the Lorna Newton Cup 
to Colin Hagger, as a representative of Lane End, just prior to the Half Yearly Business 
Meeting. 

The meeting was quite well attended with 11 towers being represented. The meeting con­
gratulated Mark Instone (our Social Secretary and based at Langley ) and Vanda Wetherell 
(Wraysbury ) on their engagement. We all wish them every happiness for the future. The 
business matters were quickly dealt with and the meeting finished at 6.35 and general 
ringing at Lane End followed. 
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T an you ladies of Lane End for a delicious tea. As David, my son, said to his father on 
returning home, "We've had a real ringers' tea!" . 

Jane Payne 

Reading Branch:- On the second Saturday in September the Branch six bell striking 
competition was held at Mapledurham. Nine teams entered and after ringing partook of 
an excellent running tea in Church organised by the Caversham band. The judges, Ken 
Davenport and Kelvin Lovell, eventually named Caversham the winners with Reading 
SMV&L as runners up. Three weeks later the Guild six bell final came to the Reading 
branch when Caversham was pl&ced in their heat at Mortimer S John which meant they 
were unfortunately eliminated before the final at Shinfield. 
Hertfordshire was the destination for the Oct�ber outing with 2 sixes, 3 eights, and the 
10 at Rickmansworth booked - a good balance on paper but who would guess that two 
of the eights would be clapperless on the daf Nevertheless, the ringing masters worked 
hard to give 30 people something within their capabilities at each tower with the ringing 
ranging from rounds to Cambridge S Royal. 
The November practice at Whitchurch was moderately well attended with Plain Bob Dou­
bles being the most requested method. 

Eunice A Wark 

Old North Berks Branch:- On Saturday 14th September the Branch held its practice 
at Appleton, complete with lessons on ringing by candlelight, as the power in the village 
had failed us. This was coupled with a Branch barbeque and Aunt Sally but the food was 
excellently prepared by our very own Chairman,  with a little help from the pub. A very 
good evening was finished off the way it started, when a stray Aunt Sally 'stick' wandered 
off into one of the floodlights and put the whole pub into darkness. Never mind, we didn't 
get charged for the light bulb and the evening ended up raising £83.75, from which sixty 
pounds has been donated to the Bell Restoration Fund. 
Our other Branch practices this quarter have been very well attended and the standard of 
ringing has been very high. 
The next major event in the Branch will be the Half Yearly meeting and social at Brightwell 
on January 11th. This promises to be another good evening so please come along and lend 
your support. Oh! and don't forget the now traditional ringing on New Years Day morning 
which this year will be at Milton - 10 til 12 noon. I look forward to seeing you there. 

Andy Utting 

South Oxo n Branch:- The half-yearly meeting was held on the last Saturday of October. 
Sadly, the enthusiasm for this meeting has diminished and only the "faithful" people and 
visitors were there. The question of future half-yearly meetings was raised, and will be 
debated at the AGM. 
Branch and Surprise Major Practices have also seen a reduction in numbers, but those 
who do go along have a very enjoyable and often challenging time. 
Despite the shortage of members at these occasions, I am told by Tower Captains that 
ringing for services and weddings continues. Chinnor - who seem to have more than 
their fair share of weddings - usually manage to ring a quarter peal for every wedding. 
Shirley Smith - a ringer at Aston Rowant - achieved her first quart.er at Chinnor. The 
"Flying Squad" continues to ring, and their efforts are much appreciated by the villagers. 
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Whispers of people thinking about learning to ring give a glimmer of hope that we may 
soon have some bells ringing more frequently. 

Witney & Woodstock Branch:­
Woodstock Bells 

Tina Ruff 

The bells have now returned from Loughborough, and have been re-hung in a new frame set 
lower in the tower. Commissioning tests took place on 15th November with the assistance 
of the band from the Cathedral. A local band rang the bells on Monday 18th November 
to celebrate the release of Terry Waite. The bells have been returned, and sound better 
than they have for many a long year. There is now a hum on the bells rather than the 
previous clatter. All eight bells now run smoothly; the tenor can be pulled off without the 
need for two or three people to assist, the seventh can now be set at the first attempt, 
and the fourth is no longer oddstruck. There has been a change in the geography of the 
ringing chamber; all the bell positions have moved 180 degrees round the room. This has 
been done to allow the tenor to swing in a direction which will reduce the stresses on the 
tower. Congratulations to Noel Reynolds and to past and present members of the local 
band for a splendid restoration job. 
Regular ringing has now been resumed. Practices are on Thursdays from 7.30pm to 9.00pm. 
There is still work outstanding on the clock and on the structure of the tower, but it is 
hoped that ringing will not be interrupted. The dedication of the restored bells will take 
place when all the work on the tower is complete. 

Branch Outing 

Fifty members of the Branch, family and friends enjoyed a trip to the Stroud area on 
Saturday 12th October, a gloriously sunny autumn day. Our first tower was Eastington, 
where the coach driver astounded us by driving the coach round an island most of us 
would have thought twice about taking our cars round. Then on to the 10 cwt six at 
Woodchester, after which a walk from the church to the Ram Inn gave us an appetite 
for the home cooked food and real ale. At least half a dozen brews were available to 
choose from, and our beer expert pronounced them satisfactory. After lunch we drove on 
to Standish, where the official photographs were taken. Three more towers completed the 
day: Haresfield, Leonard Stanley and Minchinhampton. By general agreement the bells of 
Leonard Stanley were voted the best of the day. This lovely sounding 14 cwt six is rung 
from the chancel, which gave some guests who had never seen bells being rung a chance 
to see what their spouses get up to. 

North Leigh 

Visiting ringers are now restricted to once e,very six weeks. This is because of complaints 
from the present owners of the old vicarage next to the church, who seem to forget they were 
not forced to buy the house next to the church but now regard it as their inalienable right 
to object to the bells being rung. Suggested ringing dates for 1992 are: 4th January, 15th 
February, 28th March, 9th May, 20th June, 1st August, 12th September, 24th October, 
and 5th December. Ted Patching, the Tower Captain, is keen to have th bells rung on 
these dates. 

Christopher Wallworth 

I 



.. 
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Banbrry Branch: - O ur coach outing this year was to West Lond on. W e  rang at 
various towers alongsid e the river, starting at Fulham and then the two in 
Chelsea. St.Lukes' ,Chelsea, was the interesting tower of the d ay - with 
glass on all sid es and the sun shining d own, it was rather like a greenhouse­
The draft is long and the bells are not easy. We then rang at B attersea, 
P utney ( where an irate local compl ained that he was trying to sleep) , B arnes 
and Mortlake, before partak ing of food and drink on the way home plus the 
mand atory sing- song on the bus. 
On September 21st, Tim B urchell and Helen Hadley were married at Swerford . 
They had both taken part in a peal to comm emorate the occasion at Hook 
Norton the previous week .  The wedding was attend ed by many ringing friend s 
and a q uarter was rung prior to the service. The reception was held held at 
Moreton- in- the-Marsh and the bells started ringing as photographs were taken 
in the hotel gard en near the church. I t  was rumoured to be the Four Shires 
Guild performing specifically for the wedding party but actually turned out 
to be  a band of visiting ringers on an outing! 
At the end of October, several "North Oxford shire" ringers ventured to Devon 
for a ringing week- end arranged by Ron and Anne Thorne. lie  rang at several 
towers near B arnstaple includ ing Great Torrington (8) , Weave Gifford (6) , 
Appled ore ( a very trick y 8), and Northam (a very good 8) . In the evening 
two q uarters were scored . Ian Rod erick was unbek nowingly whisked off to 
Warkleigh to ring his first q uarter peal, which had been arranged to cele­
brate his 50th birthd ay. Another "first" q uarter was rung at B ishop 's Tawton 
by And rew Hobbs. 

After all our exertions, we r etired to 'chez Ron and Anne' for an excellent 
supper of cid er and Lasange plus several superb d esserts with Devon cream 
and more cid er .. 

On Sund ay, after Service ringing, Anne provided more refreshments including 
'bubbly' and Ian's birthd ay cake. 
Our thanks go to Ron and Anne for a very enjoyable week- end . 

Sue B urchell 
Dedd ington: On the 13th July, Dedd ington Church organised a Country Fayre 
with all or many village organisations taking part on a 50- 50 basis, to 
commemorate the bi- centenary of the bells being hung in 1791. In add ition 
to stalls, Art and Craft shows and a pageant of costumes that spanned the 
period 1791 - 1991 Dedd ington Tower was open. The d ay comme nced with a 
peR l of 5088 Deddington S.Major. 

Duns Tew; - B ecause of Local objections it has been d ecid ed that peals will 
only be rung in exceptional circumstances ie where there is a very good 
local reason for ringing one. People in the immed iate vicinity of the church 
felt that 3hrs ringing was more than they could could stand .  There will be 
no problem with q uarter peals . 

Steeple Aston: La st Christmas the H and bell ringers raised £400. 00 which 
they divid ed eq ually between two charities, the Katherine House Hospice and 
the Cheshire Home at Add erbury. What will they d o  in 1991? 
Grea� Tew:  Although we manage to ring for almost all Sund ay Services, numbers � t practices have been d wind ling. We d ecid ed to arrange a pr� ctice once a month, probably the first Frid ay, when every� ne � i� l _ mak e  a special effort to attend .  Anyone contemplat ing J o ining our practice should check with me first Great Tew ( 060 8 8 3 ) 2 5 5 .  Sue Burchell 
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Bicester Branch: FUND RAISING: - A Jumble Sale in aid of Br anch Fund s is to 
be held in St. Edbur g's Hall,B icester on November 30th. The Br anch is also 
having a Char ity Stall a t  B icester Market on Friday, 20th December . 
GUILD MARCH COMMITTEE MEETING 1992. This is pr ovisionally booked for Launton 
on Mar ch 14th. It is hoped that the member s of the Branch will donate the 
tea for this event and then we can pass the hat r ound as d onations d irectly 
to Islip B ell Restor ation Fund . 

RES'ID RATION FUNDS: The Branch Committee is r ead y  to consider other ideas for 
money raising, both in aid of the Br anch B ell Restor ation Fund and the 
Islip Appeal for £20,000. 00. The id ea of an Open Day with all the tower s 
ope n is being consider ed . B icester r inger s have placed a tin in the r inging 
room of the tower wher e d onations can be placed for the Islip Appe al. How 
about your tower d oing the same. 

If you have any fur ther ideas please pass them to the Br anch COl!Inittee or 
to the Branch Secr etar y. 
HALF YF.A RLY MEETING: This was held at St.Edbur g's Chur ch, B icester on 
Satur day,21st September .A shor t ser vice w as taken by the Branch Vice-Pr esident 
the Reverend J ohn Nixon. The tea and business meeting wer e held in St.Edburg's 
H all. The Branch Secr etar y gave a joint r epor t which outlined the Br anch 
pr actices and two outings which had taken place since the last meeting. The 
Tr easurer infor med the meeting that ther e is £ 484.00 in the general fund 
and £ 1418.00 on d eposit for the Br anch B ell Restor ation Fund. Miss Cather ine 
H enson was elected a r esid ent member of the Guild . 
TI1e  Br anch Ringing Master gave notice of Branch Pr actices and the following 
dates wer e confir med .  

Satur day, 29th Fer uary AGM at Brill 
Satur day,19th September Half Yearly Meeting at Launton. 

A r epor t fr om l'lr W.Haynes on the work to be done at Islir,.  It is pr oposed 
to r emove the bells fr om the tower for tuning and r eh anging in the existing 
frame, r enewing most of the existing fittings in the process. Total cost 
ar ound £ 20,000 (incl VAT). The meeting decid ed that an inter im grant of 
£ 500 be awar ded and that fur ther discussion on futur e gr ants: take place at the 
AGM in Febr uary next. The meeting heard  that the Kir tlington r inger s  had 
not heard fr om the Br anch Officer s. Whilst the meeting felt that the points 
raised wer e not entir ely fair ,  never theless the Secr etar y and Tr easur er 
agreed to make contact and sor t matter s out. 
The Secretar y br ought the attention of the meeting to a letter he had r eceived 
fr on, the Guild r elating to the Guild R estoration Fund Draw. After discussion 
the branch view is that the pr esent arr angements with a char ge of £ 1. 00 
per book of 5 tickets is quite ad equate. 
The Branch Repr esentative 6avc fl br ief repo rt cu1 neetings held since the 
last Branch meeting, details of which had appe ar ed in ODD BOB which had been 
cir culated to all member s. 

Richard Stevens. 

Otipping Norton Branch: At the Autllf1ln M eeting r ecently we decided that as 
bu siness meetings wer e not gener ally well attend ed , to move the A.G. M. and 
co mbine it with a Br anch Pr actice on the first Saturday in M ay. It was also 
d ecid ed that the Branch Pr actice at the beginning of October be combined 
with the Autumn M eeting on the 2nd Saturd ay in October , so as not to clash 
with the Guild 6-B ell Striking C ompetition. Ther efor e the A.G.M. will be at 
B urford on 2nd May 1992, and the Autumn Meeting at Char lbur y  on 10th October 
1992. 
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Some Bra nch me mbers joined with some Ba nbury Bra nch me mbe rs on 7 th Septer.ibe r 
a nd had a n  enjoya ble day in London. 
September 21st sa w the we dding of Tim Burche ll a nd He le n  Ha dle y, both of 
H ook Norton, a t  Swe rford. A pea l of Gra ndsire Triples was succe ssfully rung 
a t  Hook Norton on Septembe r 14th ,  both Tim a nd Hele n ringing their f irst 
peal. Also, I think Cha rlbury ringers we re surprise d to some extent whe n we 
we re introduce d to Mrs Ba rry Andrews on Sunday . Congra tula tions to both 
Tim a nd He le n a nd Ba rry and Ma ria n  (nee Riley). Perha ps we a t  Cha rlbury 
a re going to gain a nothe r ringer, le t's hope so! A qua rte r is going to be 
rung in the fa irly nea r  future . 
Churchill be lls a re now availa ble , as  me ntioned in the la st issue, a nd I 

under sta nd tha t  wee kly pra ctice s are now taking pla ce . Enstone Church is 
shut again f or restora tion work, but the bells a re ringa ble . 
A one day course wa s held on 5 th October, ma inly conce ntra ting on Gra ndsire 
D oubles. The six students who took pa rt, hopefully lea rne d some th ing ! 
Tha nks go to Marie Cross for coming to tutor the group a nd the va rious 
he lpe rs . .  A S urprise Minor course , concentra ting on London, ha s bee n  arra nge d 
for 30th November, which hopefully will be as  succe ssful, alth ough it ha s 
bee n  harde r  to find helpers, a s  the stude nts wa nt some thing more a dva nce d! 

Sa dly, Novembe r 3rd saw the passing of Fre d Thornton of Cha rlbury. Although 
not see n  in the tower  re cently, he was alwa ys a re gula r ringer in past yea rs. 
A Half- muffled quarte r of Plain Bob a nd Grandsire wa s rung on 1 1th Novembe r, 
the funera l ha ving ta ke n pla ce the pre vious Thursda y. 
On a happie r  note,  Ca non Cha dwick is now ta king a few se rvices a ga in a fte r 
h is heart bypa ss opera tion in the summer. 
BRAl\lCH PRACTICES: 

1991 De ce mber 7 th Kingha m ( 8) 
1992 ,',Ja nua ry 4th Enstone (6) 

,',Fe brua ry l s  t Shipto- u-Wy chwood ( 8) 
March 7 th Leafield(6) 

,', April 4 th Chipping Norton ( 8) 
�, To be confirmed. Please conta ct Claire Ta rra nt 

if you wish to come along. All a re We lcome .  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

1992 May 2nd 1992 Burford ( 8) 3. 00pm onwa rds 

7 . 00 - 8. 30pm 
7 . 30 - 9. 00pm 
7 . 30 - 9. 00pm 
7 . 30 - 9. 00pm 
7 . 30 - 9. 00pm 
on 0608 811290 

Newb.Iry Branch: Twe nty - three me mbers a tte nde d the A.G.M. which wa s held 
at Newbury on 12th October. Mike Till had relucta ntly ha d to re sign as  
Cha irma n  a nd into h is pla ce wa s e le cte d  Angela Croft. Nick Cla rke wa s also 
sta nding dowTI as  Ringing Master ( a post he had held jointly with Ange la ) 
a nd one Ringing Ma ste r wa s ele cte d  to repla ce them - John  D urham. 

The Comnittee has now me t to se t the Bra nch prograrm1e until Christma s 1992. 
It goe s something like this: -

Fourth Sa turda y in e ve ry month (e xce pt August a nd Se pter.ibe r) the re will 
be a 'specia l' pra ctice . In winte r the y will be advance d pra ctice s, and in 
surrrner there will be a fte rnoon lea rne rs' or 'improvers'pra ctice s. A 
se cond e ve nt e ve ry month will be a Bra nch wee k- da y  pra ctice or a socia l 
e ve nt. More de tails will be publishe d a s  soon a s  the y  a re confirmed. 
Christophe r Durha (Bucklebury) , Da ve Thorpe (Hunge rford), Pe ter Tomlin 
Tha tcham are new members of the Bra nch . 
The Eight-Bell Striking �tition and Ringing Day will be held in the 
Newbury Branch on Hay 4th 1992. 

Paul Bodenham (News Letter) 
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North Bucks Branch:The North Bucks Branch has had a fairly quiet quarter. 
The main event was the Annual Striking Contest against the Towcester Branch 
of the Peterborough G uild , which took place at Wicken on Sund ay 22nd Sept­
ember. As usual the test pieces were G rand sire Triples, Cambrid ge Minor and 
Call Changes. Towcester won two out of the three sections and thus carried 
off the trophy. 
The quarterly meeting at G reat Linford was nearly held outsid e as the weath­
er was so good . Six new members were elected .  The meeting was preceed ed by 
an excellent tea, and followed by evening ringing ranging from Call Changes 
to Belfast Minor. 
The Tower representatives meeting at Emberton was a total washout with only 
two people attend ing who were not Branch officers! Many thanks to those 
who d id attend . 

TOWER NE'WS: 
G reat Linford - G reat Linford bells come out in the first week of the N ew 
Y ear and should be rehung by Easter. 
Brad well: Work on the extension to Brad well Church has begun. This will 
provid e toilets and a kitchen for the church, together with a raised ring­
ing floor. N o  d ates are yet available as to when ringing will need to be 
suspend ed . 

Andy King. 

Sonning Deanery Branch. :  BRANO{ 8-Bell Striking Canpetition. 
This year's 8- bell striking competition was held in the pouring rain at 
St.Paul's, Wokingham and was jud ged by Tim Pett and Steve Rossiter. Seven 
teams entered , with ringing varying from round s through to Sted man Triples. 
The resul ts were as follows: -

ist Wokingham All Saints 'A' 23.6 faults 
2nd Warfield 2Lf . 2 
3rd Easthampstead ' A' 28. 1 
4th Wokingham St.Paul 34. 3 
5th Sand hurst 41.8 
6th Easthampstead 'B' 49.5 
7th Wokingham All Saints 'B' 54.2 

TEN BELL PRACTICES: Since May Warfield Tower has had an 'Open Practice ' 
on a named Tuesd ay in May,July, September and N ovember. These practices 
are intend ed to get as many as possible competent ten- bell ringers together 
on the same night, and also to enable the less experienced to ring on ten -
something we d o  not have the opportunity to d o  very often 

I f  you would like these practices to continue please support us. 
Anne. Carpenter (From Branch N ews Letter. 

Central Bucks Branch: Our Half Yearly Meeting has come and gone. We were 
very pleased to welcome both the Master and the Deputy Master. The turn 
ou t for the meeting was reasonable and at times the d iscussion became con­
troversial. This had the ad vantage of generating an article from a member 
in our newsletter. 

Some members felt that Branch practices were d aunting for beginners. Appar­
ently even ad ult learners could feel threatened by the"experienced " ringers 
around them to such an extent that they were put off attend ing. So, in Jan­
uary we  are introd ucing an add itional practice for beginners, those mem­
bers who can hand le a bell and want to progress. 

A positive resolution at the meeting was to sponsor a member at the Youth 
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Weekend and Cuddesdon \Jeekend Course i n  addi ti on to Easthampstead .. 

The rest of the Branch progranme has been arranged , or at least the dates 
and places have been selected, only the fi nal confi rmati ons are awai ted .  
To accornodate the Gui ld Festi val our usual second Saturd ay i n  July has 
been changed to the fi rst. Once agai n an outi ng i s  planned - perhaps this 
ti me there wi ll be suffi ci ent seats on the coach for everyone. H opefully i n  
October the Branch wi ll retai n the Orchard Cup i n  the annual competi ti on 
wi th the Chi tern Branch. 

I now appear to have come to the end of 1992 wi thout 1991 bei ng over. This 
year has seen a record membership wi th, overall, a good core of support at 
all events. 

All that remai ns for me to d o  i s  to wi sh everyone a happy Chri stmas and a 
joyful ri ngi ng New Year. 

Terry \-/agstaff. 

Oxford City Branch: Si nce the last news letter St.Gi les' ri ngers' outi ng to 
Sali sbury took place on 2 8th SeptP. mber. It was an extremely wet day -
um brellas were used to fend off splashes from cars through the huge puddles 
of the town' s  streets as well as the d eluge from the cloud s. N evertheless 
ni ne ri ngers enjoyed a day's outi ng to Amesbury, Andover, St. Mary Bourne 
and the three towers i n  Sali sbury. 
A Half- muffled quarter of Grandsi re was rung by the St.Gi les' band pri or to 
the Ci ty's Remembrance Servi ce at the St.Gi les' War Memori al. 
Q uarter peals were rung at a number of the Branch Churches to celebrate 
Terry \/ai te' s release from capti vi ty. 

A number of learners are bei ng taught at St.Gi les foll011i ng an adverti sement 
for new ri ngers and we hope that the tutors' efforts wi ll bear frui t i n  the 
strengtheni ng of the number of competent ri ngers. 

Davi d Lane 

Vale of White Horse Branch: Our Half- Yearly Meeti ng i n  September was prob­
ably our last Branch ri ngi ng on Uffi ngton Bells before they are taken out 
early i n  1992 for rehangi ng and the ad di ti on of a si xth bell. One new member 
was elected and one transfer from Chi ppi ng Norton Branch - welcome to 
Emna  Owen and Hi lary Sulli van. The Branch Practi ce at Fa ri ngdon brought 
2 0  ri ngers to the tower, li kewi se the half-d ay outi ng around Benson/Oxford 
area. 

Outi ng dates for 1992 were arranged at the Branch Meeti ng i n  the hope that 
weddi ngs wi ll not now be booked on those d ays. 

FARINGOON TOWER :  A quarter peal was rung on Mond ay November 18th as a 
Thanksgi vi ng for the safe release of Terry Wai te and Thomas Sutherland. 
18 .11.91 Fari ngdon 12 60 Doubles: Dorothy Weavi ng 1, N .H.Lesli e 2 ,  Doreen 
Lesli e 3, D.A.Lesli e (c) 4, C. R.Mi les 5. E.Monk 6. 

UFFINGTON TO\IER : We have very li ttle to report oth er than the death of one 
of our ri ngers, Mrs Betty Dai nty, a regular Sunday Servi ce ri nger for many 
years. She di ed after a long and bravely bo rn i llness on Nove.ll th. \Je  
extend our sympathy to her husband and family. As a mark of respect we 
rang the bells half muffled for the funeral. Afterwards the bells were rung 
open to celebrate the safe return of Terry Wai te after hi s long ord eal i n  
capti vi ty. 

HINTON \-/ ALDRIST: The followi ng quarter peals have been rung: -
12 . 9. 91 12 60 P.B.Mi nor F. Whi te 1, A.\Ji lli ams 2 ,  N.H.Lesli e 3, C.Miles 4, 
D.A. Lesli e 5, M.Harri son (c) 6 
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14.9.91 1260 P.B . Doubles Doreen Lesli e 1, Rachel Towsend-Green 2, 
A. Wi lli ams 3 ,  C.R.Mi les 4 , D. A. Lesli e (c)S, N.H. Lesli e 6 
19. 9.91 1260 Grandsi re Doubles: D.A.Lesli e (c) l ,  F. Whi te 2, M.Harri son 3, 
C. R.Mi les 4, A.Wi lli ams 5 ,  N.H. Lesli e 6. 
3 .10.911260 Doubles (2m) D. A.Leslie (c) 1, F. Whi te 2, Rachel Townsend-Green 3 
C.R.Mi les 4, N.H. Lesli e S ,  M.Harri son 6. 
6. 10.91 1260 Grandsi re Doubles Doreen Lesli e 1, Rachel Townsend-Green 2, 
N.H. Lesli e (C) 3, C. R.Miles 4, D. A. Lesli e S ,  E.Monk 6. For Harvest Festi val 
STANFORD-IN-THE- VALE:The tower AGM on 29th October resulted i n  no change i n  
the tower offi cers. All the new faces si nce the last AGM (Roger, Lauri e, 
Anthea, Lydi a, Lucy, Laura, Laura, Davi d and Emna 0 )  were formally welcomed 
and encouraged to conti nue thei r i nvolve ment i n  tower, branch and Gui ld 
ri ngi ng. (For those readers thi nki ng the two Lauras are probably a typi ng 
error you are wrong - we really do have two Lauras, both aged 11, both 
sta rted ri ngi ng on the same day and yes, i t  i s  confusi ng, especially when 
the poor confused tower captai n attempts to call Lucy Laura as well! ) 
A good turnout from the tower ensured a well supported Branch Outi ng whi ch 
was much enjoyed by all of us. The OLd Man of the Vale was noted thoroughly 
enjoyi ng hi mself, accompani ed as he was by FOUR ladi es ( we understand that 
the back- seat chat of the three i nder 12's was qui te an eye- opener for a 
teacher i n  a boys- only school! ). 

Stanford ringers were glad to ri ng on Tuesday 19th November to celebrate the 
sa fe return of all the Bri ti sh Hostages from Bei rut. 
Congratulati ons go to Anthea who learned to ri ng at Stanford-in- the- Vale 
thi s year and who has at long last managed to get a ri ng on her home bells 
at Shelli ngford! 

Anne J ones 

RES I DENTIAL R I N G I N G  COU RSE 

Advance Notice 

EASTHAMPSTEAD 1 992 

Friday October 16 
to 

Sunday October 18 

Further details available in New Year from: 

Mrs Anne Carpenter, 41 Napier Road, 
Crowthorne, Berks RGl l  7EJ 

(Please send foolscap size s.a.e. )  
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----------- FACTS AND FIGURES -----------
New Methods 

� 18. 8. 91 Hen ley-on - Th ames 
$ 24. 8 . 91 Baqipton,Oxon 

5056 X ystus S.Major J. R.Martin 
5024 Nicaragua S.Major J. R.Martin 

,·:-:c 30. 8. 91 Dur sley, Glos. 
$ 261 0. 91 Ble wbury 

5024 Z ed S.Major J . R.Martin 
5056 Puffin S.Major J . R.Martin ••• 3 . 1 1 .  9 1  Readin g S. Lauren ce 5040 Dreadn ought S.Max. J . R.Martin 

,·, First peal in method 
,...,., First peal in method for Guild 
$ First peal in method. Previously rung in slic ed. 

Other peals wo rth noting 
3. 8. 91 Hughen den 5040 P. B.Major Joyce I. Cornwall 

Run g  for the 25th A�n iversary of the first Ladies peal of 
Major for the Guild . .  Fran ces Oglesby (1 ),Joyce I Cornwall 

(3) Pearl J.Gibson (4), Doreen Y oun g (7 ), Gillian N.Hazell(8 ) 
17. 8. 91 Wraysbury 5056 P. B.Major M. C. Inston e 

For the 1 00th Ann iversary of the first peal on the tower 
(1 5 Aug. 1 891 ) in which William Wilder, the great-gran d­
father of the 4th (Jenn y Inston e) an d the great great 
grandfather of the Ten or (MarkC. In stone) ran g. I t  wa s 
M ark In ston es first as conductor on 8. The band would 
also like to associate with the peal Les Bailey. 

22. 9. 91 Steeple Aston 5040 Gran dsire Triples G.J . Clifton 
First peal on the bells sin ce augmen tation in 1 987 . 
A thankyou an d goodbye to Brother Alan Barn abas from 
Australia who has been on a three mon ths exchan ge with 
our own Rector. 

Sponsored Ringing for St.Lukes Hospital for the Clergy 
1 9. 1 0. 91 Arborfield 1 260 P. B.Min or 
1 9. 1 0. 91 Emberton 1 260 P. B. Doubles (£80 raised) 
1 8  . 1 0. 91 Hun gerford 5056 U pware S. Maj or 
25. 1 091 Thatcham 5040 Pain swick S. Royal 
26. 1 0. 91 Checken den 5056 Cambridge S.Major 

Service Ringing 

Remembrance Sunday 
11. 11. 91 Oxford St.Giles 

Ra dley 
Patronal Festivals 

31 . 8. 91 Reading St.Giles 
9. 8. 91 Caversfield 

8. 9. 91 Slough 

9. 9. 91 Reading St Mary 
7. 9. 91 Oxford St.Giles 

Dedication Service 
22. 9. 91 Slough 

Mission 91 

1 260 Grandsire Triples - for Civic 
Service at War Memorial 11 /M 
1 260 P.B . Doubles H/M 

1 320 P. B. Doubles - for Festival Mass 
1 260 Doubles (7 m/V) Prior to Even s-
son g marking the Patron al Festi val 
1 260 P. B.Min or - for Patron al Festival 
Eucharist. 
1 31 2  Spliced S.Major 

5040 Cambridge S. major 

1 28 0  Cambridge S.Major - for Dedication 
Service Eucharist. 

29. 9. 91 Warfield 1 260 Grandsire Triples - For the closin g 
Celebration of Mission 91 

1 9. 9 . 91 Mon ks Risborough 1 260 Doubles (2m) To ma rk the start of 
Risborough Mission Week. 



Harvest Festival 
29.9. 91 Hurst 

22. 9.91 

6. 10. 91 

Launton 

Harley, O xon 
Cavers field 
Horspath 
Garsington 
Reading S.Mary 
W itney 
M aidenhead 

O xford St.Giles 
\1allingford 

13.10 . 91 Blewbury 
Slough 

Confinnation Service 
28 . 7. 91 Hungerford 

13. 10 .91 Bray 

27 . 10 .91 Marston,O xon 

S t.Midlaei and Aill �is 
28. 9. 9 1  Horspath 
S t. Bartholooiew 

30. 

1250 Lincolnshire S.major 

1260 Gran dsire D oubles - also in 
Thanksgiving for the release of Jackie M ann. 

127 2 P. B.Minimus - First by band. 
1260 Doubles (5m/v) 
1260 Doubles( 2m) 
1260 Doubles (3m) 
1250 Yorkshire S.M ajor 
1260 P.B.M inor 7 covering 
1260 Grandsire Triples - also to 

welcome Jennifer L.Firman ( b  1. 10 .91) 
1260 DNCB M ajor 
1260 Grandsire Triples 
1260 Grandsire Triples 
1344 Grandsire Triples 

1260 P.B.Triples - For the Confirmation 
service by the Bishop of Reading. 

1264 P. B.M ajor - To mark the Confirm­
ation Service held earlier in the day and 
also to celebrate the birth of Jennifer 
Louise Firman. 

1260 Doubles (2m) - For Confirmation 
Service. 

5040 Doubles (2m) 

24. 8. 91 Windsor St John Baptist 5040 P. B.Triples 
S t  Michael and All Angels 
29. 9. 91 Haddenham 1280 Yorkshire S .Major 

Tilehurst 1260 Spl. Grandsire and P. B. (half 
lead) 

Songs of Praise 
1. 9.91 Arbo rfield 1260 P. B.Minor - For Songs of Praise 

Service. 
Visit of Bishop 

28. 8.91 Swallowfield 1260 D oubles - To welcome the Bishop 
of Reading to Swallowfield. 

Baptism, Births etc 
1.10 . 91 

3.10 .91 

6.10 .91 

9.10. 91 

19. 10 .91 

Great B aseley, O xon 1440 Kent T.B.Minor - For the 
Christening of D aniel P. Rogers. 
Reading Eastern Ave. 1 1/B 1440 P.B.Minor - To celebrate 
the birth of Paul R.M anley 
Tetsworth 1260 P.B.D oubles - A Birthday c0!i1ple-
meent to R. A.Lin<l ers and for the Baptism of Timothy 
B erry. 
Calcot,Reading H/B 5040 O xford T.B.M aximus - to 
welcome Jennifer Louise Firman. 
Arborfield 1260 P. B.Minor - For the birth of 
Robert Pa ul M aney. 
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CIVIC etc. 

91st  Birthday Caopliment to H.M.Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. 
4. 8. 9 1  Reading St. Mary 12 60 Stedman Triples 

Tilehurst 12 60 Middlesex Triples 
Bray 5088 Spl. S.Major (S m) 

Royal Birthdays 
15. 9. 91 Reading St. Mary 502 4 Rutland S.Major - For H. R.H 

Prince Henry 
2 6. 8. 91 

Witney Feast 
15. 9. 91 

Flower Festival 

Windsor - Chapel of St G eorge 1344 G randsire Triples - For 
H. R.H.Prince Richard of G loucester 

Witney 12 60 G randsire Triples - The visit-
preacher being the Rt. Rev.Richard Harries,Bishop 
of Oxford. 

22. 9. 91 Tw yford Berks 12 88 G randsire Triples 
Mothers' Union Centena ry 

15. 9. 91 Easthampstead 12 96 P. B.Major - Prior to Evening 
Communion, attended by the Bishop of Reading, to 
celebrate the Centenary of the Mothers Union East­
hamps�ead Branch. Also a farewell to A.N. Scott 

70th Armiversary of Pangbourne W.I. 
9. 7 . 91 Pangbourne 12 60 D oubles (S m including Stedma n) 

For the 7 0th Anniversary of the founding of Pangbourne 
W . I .  Sponsored for the Church Restoration Fund. 

Carnival Silver Jubilee 
2 1. 7 . 91 Burnham,Bucks 12 60 P. B. D oubles - For Burnha m 

COl!ITiunity Association Ca rnival Silver Jubilee. 
Combe Feast 

10. 8. 91 
Flower Festival 

31. 8. 91 

Farewell 
18. 8. 91 

22 . 8. 91 

2 4. 8. 91 

1. 9. 91 

Combe,Oxon 5040 P. B.Minor - For Combe Feast 

Charlton- on- Otmoor 12 60 D oubles (3m) - For the Flower 
Festival. Also a wedding anniversary compliment to Mr 
and Mrs I.Grimwood, (daughter of the Tenor ringer 
B.J. Coggins) 

High Wycombe 12 60 P. B. Triples - A farewell comp-
pliment to Steve Earl,leaving for Theological College 
in Cambridge- also for the Rev. D erek Honour, Curate. 

Sutton Courtenay 12 50 G randsire D oubles - A thanks-
giving for the work of Chris Pyke who is leaving 
the parish to become a Franciscan Friar. 

Headington 12 60 P. B.Minor - A farewell to Karen 
Else. 

Hook Norton 12 60 G randsire Triples - A fare-
well compliment to the Revd Martin Connop-Price. 

Sixty Years Membership of O.D.G. and 40yrs Service Ringing at Blewoory 
2 0. 10. 9 1  Blewbury 12 60 grandsire Triples -To celebrate 

60years membership of the O. D . G  by H. D unsdon and Claud 
Corderoy. - Also 40 years service ringing at Blewbury 
by P. Corderoy. 



ENGAGEMENI'S 
19 . 9 .9 1  

23.10 .9 1  

14.11. 9 1  

30 .10 .9 1 

32. 

I f f ley,Oxon 1260 P.B .Doubles - in celebration of 
the f orthcoming marriage between Mary Beable(3) and 
M.Pheysey 
Marcham,Oxon 1260 P.B.Minor - To celebrate the 
C arole I/ hitting (1) and Mike Poole (6 C) to get married 
Also to celebrate the same  decision by B arbara Payne 
(2) and Peter Day(L1 ) . 
West H anney 1260 Doubles (2m) - To celebrate the 
engagement of ll elen Ram sbottom and and Alex Sharpe. 
Dorney,B ucks 5040 Doubles (3m) - For the engagement 

of Mark I nstone (C ) and V alerie Wetheral. 

WEDDINGS AND WEDDING ANNIVERSARIF.S 
61st Anniversary 
22. 9 .9 1  Tilehurst 1268 Norwich S.Minor - 61st Wedd ing 

Anniversary compliment to Mr and Mrs H.H iley,parents 
of Eunice Wark((l ) and grandparents of Naomi L ewis (2). 
Also a f arewell to the latter who leaves f or C ard if f 
University. 

6 0th Anniversary 
7 .  9. 91 Pangbourne 1260 P.B .Dc ubles - 60 th Wedding Anni-

versary compliment to V i  and Gerry Auckland , parents­
law of Malcolm Line (1) . Rung af ter the service of 
blessing. 

Golden Wedding 
27 .10 . 9 1  Marston, Oxon 1260 Doubles (3m) - For morning 

service and a Golden Wed ding compliment to Mr andMrs 
V ic Cardy. 

40th Anniversary 
8.9 .9 1 C ook ham,B erks 1260 P.R .Minor - For the 40 th Wedding 

Anniversary of E rnie and C ora Eldrid ge. 
27 .7 .9 1  C ud d ington,B ucks 1320 Cambridge S.Minor - To celebrate 

t he 40 th Wedding Anniversary of Ron and Olive Hooper. 
3. 8.9 1  Pangbourn e 1260 P.B.Doubl es - f or the Ruby 

Wedding of Doris and H arold Fry - rung f ollowing the 
service of blessing. 

1.9 .9 1 C half ont St.Giles 50 24 P.B .Major - Ruby Wedd ing com­
pliment to Ken(6) and Mary L ee. - Also to mark the 
opening of St.Giles Festival 19991 .  

Silver Wedding 
8.9 .9 1 Appleton 1277 Grand si re C aters - A Silver 

1-/eding compliment to V ivian and Mary White 
17.10 . 9 1  I ver, B ucks 1280 DNC BMajor - To m ark the Silver 

Wedd ing Anniversary of David and l� end y Rowlands. 

Weddings 
26. 7 . 91 

10 .8.9 1 

Reading St.Laurence 1320 P.B.Maxinus - Anniversary 
compliemt to J une Winter (4) and D.G.Winter (10 ) -
pre- wedding compliment to J ohn Martin and C athy 
Hold way. 
B odicote,Oxon 1260 Grand sire Triples - To celebrate 
the marriage of Emma Saunders to John Dixon in San 
Francisco,C al. U .S.A. that d ay. 
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2 9.7 .91 Sunningwell 12 60P. B.Doubles - for the wedding of 

Susan Bradi e and Brian Wells. 
3. 8. 91 Langley Marish, Bucks 12 60 Doubles(4m)- For the 

wedding of Claire Ficker and Andrew Clark. 
4.8.91 Sand hurst St Michael 12 60 St.Clement's and P. B.Minor 

For evensong and to mark the wedding of Pamela 
[ daughter of G.C.Steele(4)] and Robert Brown. 

14. 9.91 Hook Norton 5040 Grandsire Triples - To 
celebrate the wedding of Tim Burchell(3) and Helen 
Hadley(i) the following Saturday. It was their first 
peal. 

2 1.9.91 Buckingham 12 60 Grandsire Triples - For the 
marriage of the Vicar' s daughter,Catherine M.Bell to 
Philip G.McK ie 
Bierton, Bucks 1440 S.Minor (2 m) - For the wedding 
of Arthur and Beryl Cook e. 

2 8.9.91 Northleigh 12 60 Doubles - For the wedding of 
Joy and David Banfield. 

FIRST WEDDING ANNI VERSARY 
8.9.91 West Wycombe 1344 P.R .Major - The Quarter was rung 

to mark the first Anniversary of the marriage of 
David and Lyn Clay, married at St Laurence , West 

Wycombe on Sept. 8.1990 the bells being unavailable at 
that time. Although Lyn was unable to ring herself Eric Silvey 
who kindly provided the wedding car, stood in at short notice. 
Thanks  to Lyn's father for conducting. To round off the partic­
ipants Jeni and ANgus Dodds were the official photographer and 
mate for the day. R.M.Jones 1, D.J.Clay (Bridegroom) 2 ,  Jeni 
Dodds 3, Val Clay 4 ,A.Do4ds 5, E.G.Silvey 6, R.T.Clay 7 ,  
J.Young(Bride's father ; C) 8 

Births and Christenings 

26. 7.91 Slough 1260 P.B.Minor - For the birth of a 

2 8. 7 .91 

5.8.91 

11. 8.91 

2 8. 8.91 

1. 9. 91 
2 . 9.91 

19. 9. 91 

son (22 . 7 . 91) to Michael and Louisa (nee Clement) 
bellringers in this parish. 
Steeple Aston 12 60 P.B. Doubles (1,2 leading) 
For the Baptism of Catherine Cooper sister of Helen 
Cooper (2 ). 
Kintbury 12 60 P. B.Minor - For the Christen-
ing of Daniel J.Hennessey, grandson of Diana Smeath(4) 
and nephew of Rachel Mackonochie (2 ) and A.Mackonochie 
(5) . 
Stoney Stratford 12 64 P.B.Major - For the Christening 
of Alexandra Elizabeth Eales. 
Lane End, Bucks  12 60 Doubles (2 m) - For Evensong and 
also to celebrate the birth of Edward M eakes, son of 
C.Meakes (5 C) on 4.8. 91 
St anford- in- the- Vale 12 60 Grandsire Doubles - For 
the birth of Sam Brooks (2 1.8. 91) second son of Emma  
and James. 
Arborfield 12 60 P. B.Minor 
Reading 5088 Oxford T. B.Major] 
Both to welcome Sarah L.Feather (b 2 8. 8. 91) daughter 
of Simon and Tricia. 
Old Windsor 5056 Spl.S.Major (4m) - To celebrate 
the bi rth of Tiff anny Rose Beer daughter of K evi n 
and Anne Beer 
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000000 GREAT LINFORD REHANG PROJECT - AN UPDATE 000000 

The la st time I wr ote to y ou the project wa s in a n  embrionic sta te wit hout 
DAC approva l and no rea l timeta ble for the work. However things ha ve moved 
on considera bly since mid October a nd it is all becoming frighteningly real ­
istic tha t the bells will be out a nd on their way to the foundry by Ja nua ry 
7th 1992. 
Some of y ou will ha ve hea rd the a rticle about the project on Ra dio Bedford­
shire Mel ting Pot program  a few weeks a go - just a fter the progra m went out 

wec received the Archd ea con's  certifica te ena bling us to proceed. 
We a re very tha nkful to the Branch for their dona tion·of £ 120 a nd to the Guild 
who ha ve provisiona lly gra nted £ 2200 to the project. The ringers ha ve ra ised 
£ 3500 from wedding fees a nd the congrega tion ha s ga thered a wonderful £ 5100 
with Ha rvest Appeal . This l ea ves us needing to raise a bout £ 4500 by the end 
of April next y ea r  when the job should finish. 

As we ha ve sa id previously , a nd perha ps jokingly , the idea of tra nsporting 
the bells to the foun dry by cana l would be wonderful. It almost came to be -
with British Wa terway s showing grea t interest in providi ng a worki ng boa t 

to ma ke the trip. However a t  the 11th hour it has not been possible to con­
firm this as  the locks a t  Tring a nd Wa tford will be out of service for 
renovation a t  the time we would wa nt to be passing southbound. I a m  hopeful 
that we ca n use the ca na l for the return trip in ea rly April when the ca na l 
i s  open a ga in. 

For the southbound journey we a re in need of lorry tra nsport on 7th Ja nuary 
- ca n a ny one out there help us plea se? 

I t  is pleasing tha t we ha ve been a bl e  to involve a loca l firm in the project 
also. Sigma Coa tings of Buckingham ha ve a greed to provide paint for the 
frame. As the installa tion is extremely ti? ht, painting the frame with the 
bells in situ. is nea rly impossibl e. Sigma s offer of a paint sy st em as  used 
on off- shore pla tforms seems the ideal long la sting solution a nd requires a 
minimwn of prepa ra tion for a pplica tion. 

The last ringing of the bel l s  is going to be New Yea rs Eve 1991/1992 a nd if 
all goes well the bel l s  will be rededica ted on Ea ster Sunday 1992. 

Alex Ma rchba nk 
From North Bucks News Letter. 

000000000000000000000000000000000000 

Branch Secretaries cont'd: 

Oxford City: 

Reading: 

Sonning: 

South Oxon: 

Vale of White 
Horse: 

Witney and 
Woodstock: 

Mr N .D.Lane Catchmole Cottage, 12 High Street, Wheatley, Oxon. 
Wheatley (086 77) 4026 

Mrs E.Wark 3 1  Brooksby Road, Tilehurst, Reading, RG3 6LZ 
Reading (0734) 427322 

Mrs C .Cappleman 34 Aysgarth,  Great Hollands, Bracknell, Berks. 
RG12 4SD Bracknell (0344) 426695 

Miss T.Ruff 14 North Close, Tiddington, Oxon. OX9 2LT 
Ickford (0844) 339783 

Mrs A.E.Jones Kitchener's Close, 47 High Street , Stanford-in-the-Vale, 
Faringdon, Oxon. Stanford-in-the-Vale (0367)710361 
SN7 8NQ 

Mr C.Wallworth 5 Parkside, Woodstock, Oxford, OX7 lUR 
Woodstock (0993) 8 12187 
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G U I L D  F A C I L I T I E S  

The OBJECTS of the Guild as set out in the Rules are as follows: 

a) the encouragement of the attendance of its members both at service ringing and at public 
worship; 

b )  the recruitment and training of new ringers, so that there be regular service ringing in all 
the towers within the Diocese where bells are ringable; 

c) the promotion of interest in the care of all the bells within the Diocese; 
d) the promotion of the art of Change Ringing and 
e) the recognition of the true position of ringers as Church workers. 

In order to help carry out these Objects the Guild Provides a variety of services as follows: 

EDUCATION - In addition to the Easthampstead Ringing Course held in September, ringing 
courses will be arranged both at Branch and Tower level. These can be one day courses or a 
series of evenings. Contact Miss M .R. Cross, 6 Radley Road, Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 3PQ 
Tel :  (0235) 520868 

LIBRARY - The Guild maintains a comprehensive Library from which books may be borrowed. 
For details contact Mr W. Butler, 8 The Waverleys, Thatcham, Newbury, Berks. RG 13 
4AW. Tel :  (0635) 862309 

BOOKS FOR SALE - At General Committee Meetings and General Guild Meetings, also at 
some Branch Meetings you will find a travelling bookstall. Books cover a wide field from 
elementary change ringing to the history of change ringing; tower maintenance and the 
history of bells. 

EXHIBITION DISPLAY MATERIAL - This, together with the necessary stands, is available 
for tower open days, Public Libraries etc. A full list of the material can be found ODD 
BOB July 1991 Page 36. Contact Mr J .  Wells, Victoria Lodge, 91 Waverley Road, Reading 
RG3 2QB. Tel : (0734) 572552 

TOWERS AND BELFRIES - The Towers and Belfries Committee exists to help your tower 
with any problems which you might have with your bells, their fittings, sound control or the 
tower itself. We can-with the help of the Education Committee-arrange a maintenance 
course for your area, or on a smaller scale, show you what you should be doing to maintain 
your own tower. Contact Mr P.G. Davies, Narrogin ,  Longworth Road, Charney Bassett, 
Wantage, Oxon, OX12 0ET. Tel: (0235) 868646 

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN BELL FUND - This makes grants towards bell Restoration. Any 
donations or assistance in fund raising will help this objective. Contact the General Trea­
surer. Mr B.J.  Gatward, Grangewood, Mill Lane, Calcot, Reading, RG3 5RS. Tel: (0734) 
413097 

G U I L D O F F I C E R S 1990-1991 

Master: Mrs P.M.Newton 

Deputy Master: Mr G.M.Clifton 

General Secretary: Mr J .Wells 

General Treasurer: Mr B.J .Gatward 

Librarian: Mr W.Butler 

Report Editor: Mrs A .Croft 

44 Georges Hill, Widmer End, High Wycombe, 
Bucks. HP15  6BE High Wycombe (0494) 713834 
Stedman Cottage, Middle Aston, Oxford.  

Steeple Astion (0869) 47273 
Victoria Lodge, 91 Waverley Road, Reading RG3 2QB 

Reading (0734) 572552 
Grangewood, Mill Lane, Calcot, Reading RG3 5RS 

Reading (0734) 413097 
8 The Waverleys, Thatcham, Newbury, Berks. 
RG13 4AW Thatcham (0635) 862309 
4 Lancaster Square, Hungerford, Berks. RG 17 0AH 

Hungerford (0488) 684886 
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NewsLetter Editor: Miss M.R.Cross 6 Radley Road, Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 3PQ 
Abingdon (0235) 520868 

Peal Secretary: Mrs E.Struckett 'Tangletrees ', 2 Hatch Ride, Crowthorne, Berks. 
RGll  6LB Crowthorne (0344) 774228 

Guild Stewards: Miss M .R.Cross 6 Radley Road, Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 3PQ 
Abingdon (0235) 520868 

Mr G .Blundell 72 Nursery Road, Taplow, Maidenhead, Berks. 
SL6 0JU Maidenhead (0628) 602194 

Mr R.Datson Glebe Farm, Spelsbury, Oxford, OX7 3JR 
Charlbury (0608) 810398 

Mr K.R.Davenport 47 Brookside, Wokingham, Berks. 
Reading (0734) 786554 

Six General Mrs B.May, Mr W.Haynes, Miss D.J .Pollard, Mr M.Till 
Committee Members: Mr A.Sharpe, Mr D .Struckett 

C.C.Representatives: M r  W.Butler 8 The Waverleys, Thatcham, Newbury, Berks. 

Sub-Committees: 
Education 

RG13 4AW Thatcham (0635) 862309 
Mr H .W.Egglestone 37 Rectory Close, Newbury Berks. 

Newbury (0635) 845906 
Mr J .A.Harrison 2 Murdoch Road, Wokingham, Berks. 

RGll  2DA Wokingham (0734) 785520 
Dr T.G.Pett 20 St. Amand Drive, Abingdon, Oxon. 

Miss M.R.Cross 

OX14 5RQ Abingdon (0235) 526033 

Towers and Belfries Mr P. Davies 
Best Kept Tower Competition: Mr P. Davies, "Narrogin",  Longworth Rd, Charney Bassett ,  

Wantage, Oxon OX12 0ET 
Subscriptions: 

Peal Fees :  
Annual Report: 
Badges: 
Guild History: 

Resident Members 
Non-resident Life Members 
25p/person 

£4.50 
£4.50 

£2.25 ( + postage and packing) 
£1.00 
£3.00 

BRANCH SECRETARIES: 

Banbury: 

Bicester: 

Central Bucks: 

Chiltern: 

Chipping Norton: 

East Berks and 
South Bucks: 

Newbury: 

North Bucks: 

Old North Berks: 

Mrs S.Burchell 1 1  Old Road, Great Tew, Oxford 
Great Tew (060 883) 255 

Mr R.Stevens Dellow, Blackthorn Road, Launton, Bicester, 
Oxon. OX6 ODA Bicester (0869) 243920 

Mr T.Wagstaff 6 Firs Close, Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. 
HP22 4LH Aylesbury (0296) 641755 

Mr J.S.White 70 Selwyn Court, Long Meadow, Aylesbury, 
Bucks. HP21 7EQ Aylesbury (0296) 85822 

Mrs C.Tarrant 6 Marlborough Place, Charlbury, Oxon 
OX7 3SH Charlbury (0608) 8 1 1290 

Mrs J.Payne 53 Walker Road, Maidenhead, Berks. SL6 2QU 
Maidenhead (0628) 24490 

Mr P.J.Bodenham Catherine Villa, Station Road , Newbury, Berks. 
Newbury (0635) 842340 

Mr A.King 9 Walgrave Drive, Bradwell, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks. M K 13 9BS (0908) 316339 

Mr A.Utting 15 Tower Close, Marcham, Abingdon, Oxon 
(0865) 391709 



DIARY OF J(iENTS cont 'd. 

SEPTEMBER cont'd. 
Sat. 26 E.B.S .B.  B.P. Cookham 

Chinnor 
Ashbury 

7.00-9.00 
7.00-9.00 S .Oxon B.P. 

V.of W.H. ½IY 

OCTOBER 
Fri. 2 

3 
6 

N .Bucks B.P. Emberton & Clifton Reynes 7.30 
Sat. 
Tues. 
Sat. 

Sun. 
Fri. 
Oct. 
Sat. 

O.O.G. SIX-BELL STRIKING COMPETITION - East Berks & South Bucks Branch 
Bicester B.P. Charlton-on-Otmoor 7.30 

10 C.Norton Autumn Meeting - Charlbury 
Chiltern/ S.C./ ½IY Orchard Cup - Little Missenden 

C.Bucks 
E.B.S .B.  S.P. Farnham Royal 
O.N.B.  B.P. Sunningwell 
Reading Branch Outing 

11 S .Oxon Tower Captain's meeting 
16 N .Bucks B.P. Hanslope 
16-18 O.O.G. EASTHAMPSTEAD COURSE 

2.30 

7.00-9.00 
7.00-8.30 

7.30 

24 E.B.S.B. ½ly Half Yearly Meeting/Lorna Newton Cup Final - Penn 
S.Oxon ½ly Wheatley 

Mon. 26 V.of W.H .  B.P. Buckland 7.30-9.00 
7.30 Fri. 30 

NOVEMBER 
Wed. 4 
Fri. 6 
Sat. 14 

Fri. 20 
Sat. 21  
Sat. 28 

Mon. 30 

DECEMBER 
Thur. 3 
Sat. 5 

Sat. 12 

Fri. 18 
Sat. 19 

N .Bucks B.P. Woburn 

Bicester B.P. Middleton Stoney 
N .Bucks B .P. N.Crawley & Chicheley 
C.Bucks ½IY Aylesbury (P.B. + Yorkshire S.Major) 
E.B.S.B.  S.P. High Wycombe 
O.N.B.  B .P. Cholsey 
Reading B .P. Goring* 
N.Bucks B .P. Buckingham 
Chiltern B .P. Monks Risborough 
AUTUMN GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING - Bledlow 
E.B.S.B.  B .P. Iver 
S.Oxon B .P. War borough 
V.of W.H.  B.P. Faringdon 

Bicester B .P. Caversfield 
E.B.S .B.  S .P. Chalfant St. Giles 
N .Bucks ¼[y Fenny Stratford & Simpson 
C.Bucks B.P. Hardwick (Buxton + Pinehurst Minor) 
Reading B.P. Reading SMV* 
N.Bucks B.P. Stony Stratford 
Chiltern B.P. Stoke Mandeville 
E.B.S .B.  B.P. Wraysbury 
O.N.B.  B.P. Abingdon, St. Helens 
S .Oxon B.P. Brightwell Baldwin 

7.30 
7.30 
3.00 
7.00-9.00 
7.00-8.30 
7.00-9.00 
7.30 
6.30-8.30 

7.00-9.00 
7.00-9.00 
7.30-9.00 

7.30 
7.00-9.00 

6.30 
7.00-9.00 
7.30 
6.30-8.30 
7.00-9.00 
7.00-8.30 
7.00-9.00 

The following members have gone to university this year: -
Naomi Lewis (Tilehurst) - Cardiff; J ane Weller (Shinfiel d) 
- Edinburgh ; Philip Bowman (Radley) - Durham; Peter 
Triplow (Appleton) - Birmingham 
Rachel Holmes (Hughenden) is now Secretary of the Exeter 
U niversity Society. 



JUNE 
Wed .  3 
Sat. 6 
Sat. 13 

Fri. 1 9  
Sat. 20 
Sat. 20 
Sat. 27 

Tues. 30 

JULY 
Thur. 2 
Fri. 3 
Sat. 4 

Wed. 
Sat. 

8 
11 

Bicester 
N.Bucks 
C.Bucks 
E.B.S .B.  
O .N .B .  
Reading 
N .Bucks 
Chiltern 
Chiltern 
E.B.S .B.  
S.Oxon 
V.of W.H.  

Bicester 
N .Bucks 
C.Bucks 

38. 

DIARY OF EVENTS cont'd. 

B .P. Middleton Stoney 
¼ly Emberton 
S.C. 6 Bell Striking Comp. - Padbury 
S.C./B.P. 6 Bell Striking Comp. - Chalfant St. Peter 
A.G.M. Aston Tirrold* 
B.P. Ufton Nervet / Englefield* 
B.P. Newton Longville 
B .P. Slap ton 
S.C. lvinghoe 
B.P. West Wycombe - followed by BBQ 
B.P. Long Crendon 
B.P. Stanford-in-the-Vale 

B.P. 
s.c. 

B.P. 

Stratton Audley 
6 Bell Competition - Stowe 
Long Crendon (Grandsire Cates + P.B.Royal) 
(N.B.  This is the 1st Saturday) 

Reading B .P. Reading S Giles* 
GUILD FESTIVAL - Oxford 
E.B.S .B.  S .P. Chenies 

11 July-14 Aug. - Ringing to Celebrate the 450th Anniversary of the Diocese 
Fri. 17 N .Bucks B.P. Newport Pagnell 
Sat. 18 Chiltern B.P. Cheddington 
Sat. 25 E.B.S .B.  B .P. Slough 

Wed .  29 

AUGUST 

N .Bucks S .C.  (vs. Towcester) - Newton Longville 
S .Oxon B.P. Berrick Salome 
V.of W.R.  B .P. Uffington 

7.30 

2.30 

7.00 9.00 
7.30 
6.00 7.00 
6.00-8.30 
7.00 
7.00-9.00 
7.30-9.00 

7.30 

6.30 

7.00-9.00 

7.00 9.00 

7.30 
6.30-8.30 
7.00-9.00 

7.00 9.00 
7.30 9.00 

Sat. 1 N .Bucks Joint Mtg with Beds.Assoc. - Weston Underwood & Turvey 
Fri. 7 Bicester B .P. Weston-on-the-Green 7.30 

N.Bucks B.P. Old Bradwell & Laughton 7.30 
Sat. 8 C .Bucks B.P. Quainton (Stedman Triples + Cambridge S.Major) 

E.B.S .B.  S .P. Windsor 7.00-9.00 
O.N.B.  B .P. Little Wittenham (3.30-4.30) / Long Wittenham (4 .45-5.45) 
Reading B.P. South Stoke* 7.00--9.00 

Sat. 1 5  Chiltern B .P. Elles borough 6.30 8.30 
Fri. 2 1  N.Bucks B.P. Bletchley 7.30 
Sat. 22 E.B.S.B.  B .P. Amersham 7.00-9.00 

S.Oxon B .P. Dorchester 7.00-9.00 

SEPTEMBER 
Sat. 5 N .Bucks ¼ly Shenley 

V.of W.H.  Half-Day Branch Outing 
Mon. 7 Bicester B .P. Brill 7.30 
Sat. 12 C.Bucks Branch Outing* 

E.B.S .B.  S.P. Chesham 7.00-9.00 
O.N.B.  B .P. East Hendred • 7.00-8.30 
Reading s.c. Whitchurch* 

Fri. 1 8  N .Bucks B.P. Buckingham 7.30 
Sat. 19 Bicester ½ly Launton 

Chiltern B.P. Bledlow 6.30-8.30 
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DIARY OF EVENTS cont'd. 

MARCH cont 'd. 
Sat 14 SPRING GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING - Launton 

Fri. 
Fri. 
Sat. 

Sat. 
Sat. 

C.Bucks B.P. Dinton (Cambridge + P.B.) 6.30 
E.B.S .B.  S .P. Old Windsor 7.00-9.00 
O.N.B.  B .P. North Moreton* (2.30-3.30) / Didcot* (3.45-4.45) 
Reading B.P. Caversham* 7.00-9.00 

20 N .Bucks B .P. Stony Stratford 7.30 
20-22 WEEKEND COURSE - Cuddesdon 
21 Banbury S .P. Steeple Aston (Major) 

28 
28 

Chiltern B.P. High Wycombe 
S .Oxon S.C. Great Haseley 
E.B.S .B.  B .P. Denham 
O.N.B .  Skittles v. Newbury Branch - East Ilsley (7.30) 

7.30 
6.30-8.30 

Tues. 31 V.of W.H.  B .P. Coleshill 

7.00-9.00 
Ringing 6.00-7.00 

7.30-9.00 

APRIL 
Fri. 3 N .Bucks B.P. Milton Keynes & Woughton 7.30 

3-5 JUN IOR RINGING WEEKEND - Dorney 
Sat. 4 C.Norton B.P. Chipping Norton 7.30-9.00 
Mon. 6 Banbury B.P. Bodicote 7.30 

Bicester B .P. Bicester 7.30 
Sat. 1 1  C.Bucks B.P. Cuddington (Childwell + Thelwell) 6.30 

E.B.S.B.  S.P. Long Crendon 7.00-9.00 
0. . B .  B .P . Radley 7.00-8.30 
Reading B.P. Pad worth*  7.00-9.00 

Sun. 12 S .Oxon Tower Captain's meeting 
Fri. 17  N .Bucks B.P. Buckingham 7.30 
Sat. 18 HANDBELL DAY - Reading 
Sat. 25 Chiltern A.G.M. Weston Turville / 2.30-3.30 

Aston Clinton - Service at 4.00, ringing until 8.30 
E.B.S.B. AGM/BP Burnham 7.00-9.00 
S .Oxon A.G.M. Thame 

Mon. 27 V.of W.H.  B .P. Faringdon 7.30-9.00 
MAY 
Fri. 1 N .Bucks B.P. Stoke Goldington 7.30 
Sat. 2 Banbury A.G.M. Adderbury 

C.Norton A.G.M. Burford 3.00 onwards 
Mon. 4 ODG RINGING DAY AND 8 BELL STRIKING COMPETITION - Newbury Branch 
Tues. 5 Bicester B .P. Woodeaton 7.30 
Sat. 9 C.Bucks A.G.M. Linslade 

E.B.S .B.  S .P. Marlow 7.00-9.00 
O.N.B.  B.P. Sutton Courtenay 7.00-8.30 
Reading B.P. Henley* 7.00- 9.00 

Fri. 15 N .Bucks B .P. Olney 7.30 
Sat. 16 O.D.G.  10-BELL STRIKING COMPETITION - Abingdon 

16 O.D.G. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - V.of WH Branch 
Chiltern B .P. Wendover 6.30-8.30 

Thur. 21 V.of W.H.  B .P. Hinton Waldrist 7.30-9.00 
Sat. 23 E.B.S .B.  B.P. Hughen den 7.00-9.00 

S .Oxon B .P. Chalgrove 7.00-9.00 
Fri. 29 N .Bucks B.P. Wicken 7.30 
Sat. 30 V.of W.H. Al l Day Branch Outing 



JANUARY 
Wed .  

Fri. 3 
Sat. 4 
Wed. 8 
Sat. 1 1  

Fri. 17  
Sat. 18 

Sat. 25 

Mon . 27 
Fri. 3 1  

40. 
D I A R Y O F  E V E N T S  1 9 9 2  

* 

B .P. 
E.C.P. 
S .M.  
l/2Jy 
s.c. 

Subject to confirmation 
Branch Practice 
Elementary Changeringing 
Surprise Major 
Half Yearly Meeting 
Striking Competition 

S.P. 
A.P. 
A.G.M. 
l/4Jy 

Surprise Practice 
Advanced Practice 
Annual General Meeting 
Quarterly Meeting 

Banbury New Years Day Ringing - Banbury 
O.N.B .  New Years Day Ringing - Milton 
N .Bucks B.P. Gt. Linford 
C.Norton B.P. Speis bury 
Bicester B .P. Middleton Stoney 
C .Bucks B.P. (Beginners)* - Steeple Clay don 
C.Bucks B.P. Waddesdon (St Clements + D .Oxford) 
E.B.S.B. S.P. Stoke Poges 
O.N.B. 1/ily/Br.Social - Brightwell 
Reading B .P. Tilehurst 
N .Bucks B.P. Hanslope 
Chiltern B .P. Great Missenden 
Sonning B.P. Twyford 
Banbury S.P. Adderbury 
E.B.S .B.  B .P. Dorney 
S.Oxon B.P. Lewknor 
W.of W.H. B.P. Buckland 
N.Bucks B .P. Leighton Buzzard 

FEBRUARY 
Sat. 1 C.Norton B.P. Shipton-u-Wychwood* 
Thur. 6 Bicester B .P. Launton 
Fri. 7 Banbury B.P. Bloxham 

N.Bucks B.P. Maids Moreton & Calverton 
Sat. 8 C .Bucks B.P. Winslow (P.B.Major + Grandsire Triples) 

E.B.S.B. S.P. Chalfant St. Peter OR Horton 
O.N.B .  B .P .  Appleford 
Reading A.G.M. Checkendon 

Fri. 14 Banbury Branch Dinner 
Sat. 15 Chiltern B.P. Great Kimble 

Sonning A.G.M. Arborfield 
Fri. 2 1  N .Bucks B . P. Bletchley 
Sat. 22 Banbury S.P. North Aston (Minor) 

E.B.S .B.  B.P. Boyne Hill, Committee Meeting 
N.Bucks Annual Dinner - Newport Pagnell (The Coach House) 
S.Oxon B.P. Great Milton 

Sat. 29 SPONSORED RINGING DAY 
Bicester A.G.M. Brill 
V.of W.H. A.G.M. Shrivenham 

MARCH 
Fri. 6 Banbury B .P. Great Tew 

Bicester B.P. Ludgershall 
Sat. 7 C.Norton B .P. Leafield 

N.Bucks A.G.M. Whaddon & Calverton 

10.30am 
10.00-1 2  noon 
7.30 
7.30-9.00 
7.30 
2.30 
6.30 
7.00-9.00 
3.15-10.00 
7.00- 9.00 
7.30 
6.30- 8.30 

7.30 
7.00- 9.00 
7.00- 9.00 
7.30-9.00 
7.30 

7.30- 9.00 
7.30 
7.30 
7.30 
6.30 
7.00-9.00 
7.00- 8.30 

6.30-8.30 

7.30 
7.30 
7.00-9.00 

7.00-9.00 

7.30 
7.30 
7.30-9.00 


	p01
	p02
	p03
	p04
	p05
	p06
	p07
	p08
	p09
	p10
	p11
	p12
	p13
	p14
	p15
	p16
	p17
	p18
	p19
	p20
	p21
	p22
	p23
	p24
	p25
	p26
	p27
	p28
	p29
	p30
	p31
	p32
	p33
	p34
	p35
	p36
	p37
	p38
	p39
	p40

